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ABSTRACT • • 

This supv^y analyzes the Ascriptions oj£ research 
samples provided in V3o3 research articles' Relating to children. 'The 
1974 volumes of 24 ^g^search j ournals were examined"/ a?.ch-all articles' 
in these volumes ^tete incluaeO^xn^he' survey if they 
criteria: (1) having a research*stimple, and {2) deali 
and youi^K^et ween, the prenatal period and 24 years of 
th^^rticl^s was classified by age category (childhoc 
'Adolescence) , and by selected areas of research. The 
"categories, which were not mutually exclusive, included: phy* 
development (disorders and disease), physical development {cf£l 
cognitive development, socioemotional development, the family, 
broader environment, intervention programs and services, education, 
and health. In addition, each article was scrutinized fcr information 
pertaining to 35 sample characteristics. A 4-point° nominal scale was 
used to indicate whether information about each q^ v the 35 
characteristics was specified, inferred, not specified, or not 
applicable. Tables of results present the number and, percentage of 
'artifcles in which each sample characteristic appears, fot,th£ entire, 
survey and for each content category." * Results for ^ach of the'35^ 
characteristics are discussed and an overview of reporting ' practices 
within general areas is- presented. Findings are summarized in a 1 
conclusion' and in an executive summary o£ the. study that is included. ^ 
(SB) A y 
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A major prerequisite to the growth of knowledge in any research field 
is the ability to generalize tesults from the sample to the populatipn, 
.Truly random samples are rarely if ever obtained in research on children, 
yet generalizations are, made, with varying degrees of validity — some dis- 
tressingly low.^A^o^^pragmatic and|indfeed the only realistic approach 
is for the researcher to provide more complete* descriptions of the sample 



and the sampling procedure, as a basis for appropriate generalizations, 

A preliminary survey of practices in reporting demographic information 
hasf be^n conducted by White and Duker (1973) using approximately 200 * 
articles from four journ^lsc) The present study goes beyond the White 
and Duker study in that it .looks' at a broader array of research journals, 
and seeks to answer the following questions: How complete "are the sample 
lescriptions provided in^the research literature since 197^? Do p^iqtices 
tnf description vary across/ olf f efent 'research areas? " ' x 



Method 



In brder^to answer these questions,' 24 journals (listed in Appendix. A) 
selected by the Interagency battels wiere reviewed for the~voIutae year-1974. 
The survey covered all of the articles within these volumes which met ttfe 
criteria of having a sample and dealing yith children and youth between 
£he prenatal period apd 24 years of age. A total of 1,353 articles qualified, 

Each\of the articles was classified by age category (childhood or 
.adolescence) and by selected areas of research which fall within t;he focus j 

categories are not mutually Exclusive; an article may *^ 



5 

o'f the study 



be classified \is relating b^W^ to childhood £nd adolescence and several 
focal are^s. The categories are lis<ed with their 'frequencies in Table 1, 



Table , 1 



■Number of 1974 Journal Artiqle's Relating to 
Selected Categories of Age- and Content Area- 



Category- - 



Number of Articles- 



Childhoo* . 1 , • 

Adolescence * 
The Developmental Processes 

Physical Development- 

• • > v » 

Physical Disorder and Diseas^e 

' 1, • - ' ° 
Cognitive Development 

Socibemotional Development — 

The Family 

The Broader Social Environment 
J— Intervention Prograras-^nd Services ; 

Education Services . 

it 

^Health Service's . " 

' ■* ■ ■ y 

'Total Number' of Articles.. .' 



796 

861 
1170 ' 

272 
,167 

561 

'489 

• 70 
26 • 

.' 26Q 

x 110. _ 

143 

1353 



Note. Categories, are not mutually exclusive. 
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In addition to being classified according to/content area, each article^ 
was scrutinized for information pertaining to the following 35 sample char-- 
acteristics: * (1) number, (2) sex, (3) age, (4) grade, (5) time of data 
-gathering, (6) jrace, (7) ethnicity, (8) language dialect; (9) foreign nation, 
(10) race in foreign nation, (11)' ethnicity in foreign natiQn, (12) language 
dialect in^reign nation, (13) neighborhood, (14) parental income, (15) . 
parental occupati^i, (16T parental education, JYTj social class, (18) sdcial 
class scale, (19) in^cmie, occupation, education, census tract data as basis 
for social class, (20) other basis for social class, (21) census tract data, 

(22) school, (23) standardised test, \f or total subject pool), (24) mean , 

v 

standardized test scores (for total subject pool), (25) range of 'Standardized 



test scores (for total subject pool^X, (26) standard deviation of standardised 

- -V / . w- 

test scores (for total suJ4££i£_j>ool£^ test (for sample^^, 

(28) mean standardized test scores ,(for sample), (29) range of standardized 
test scores (for sample), (30) standard deviation of standardized test scores 
(for sample) (>3l) size of total pool, (32) J\o^ school wa's selected, (33) how 
class v t as ^elected, (34) how non-school population was selected, (35) how 
individual was selected r . " ^ \ * 

■" 'I 

A 4-point nominal scale was u££ci to indicate whether information about 



each of the 35 ^characteristics w^as (1) specifie^, (2) iiiterred, (3) son- , x 
specified,, or (4) non^applicable.\ For ea£h characteristic, criteria were 
established for scoring the information on tfiis ^cale, |(See Appendix B,) 
Reliability' checks on \he £v<? coders who carried out the survey showed an 
inter-coder reliability of 92% or' highet at the beginning and at two separate 

'points during- the, data collection. Except for the purpose of the- reli^ilitx 

/' ** • * • 

checks, the coders did not examine ; the same articles J 



• - A - 



. * x Results . - 

* ' *' • " * < 

Table 2 presents the percentages^ of journal'articles (not broken down 

by areas) in which each of the. sample Characteristics is specified, inferred, 

> » ' x " 

non-specified, and non-applicable . In Tables 3 through 37 data on each of 

the sample characteristics are presented by content area. In each of these 

i 

tables, the first 'column indicates the percentage of articles in whicli a 
characteristic's specified according to', the criteria described in Appen- 
dix B. The second coljumn shoys the proportion in which, a sample characteris- 
tic can be' inferred ~£rom the information presented. Note that only seven 
characteristics (sex, age, grade, time of data gathering, an4 parental 
income, .occupation, and education) can actually be inferred. This scoring 

category was introduced to tower the cases in which joutnal articlea iail 

i. *■ i 1 

to specify exact information with respect to these particular characteristics, 

but do provide some helpful information. The next column presents the • \* 

* * o 

frequencies of articles which fail to specify a characteristic, and the next 
the number of articles in which a characteristic does not apply (e.g. , grade 
is not applicable when rhe article deals with prenatal* infant or toddler 

development). .There are some characteristics, oT course, that ar£ always 

, h 1 

applicable (-e.g., number in, sample). * . • „ 

• • . i • . V . ■ 

Two kinds of percentages rire presented withiri the parentheses. In ^ 

\ " \ • •*• : s • 

Tallies 3 through J7, unless otherwise noted, percentages are based on the % 
: total member articles relating to the category represented by . that row 
of figures V For instance, i^ Table 3, 553 of the articles relating to 
cognitive development specify the number of subjects in the sample/ .That 
figure accounts^tor 98* 6/i of the total J61 articled which relate to cogni- 
tive development. When noted , 'percentage are based on ohly.the number of 

G - ' 
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• .if • / : , 

'J U 



, applicable articles, ' For* instance, 'Table 6 shows' that 236 Articles renting 

. . « . . - , . . 

^tt^xognitive development specify, the'sr&de ley v £ls jyfr-the subjects. This figure 



represents 49.1% of the 48 applicable ^articles relating to cognitive develop^ 

' * * * "» * * • t / 

ment, which .excludes the 81 projects involving children" younger than, school 

age.- * , / . V ' • ' * \ •> ' , * 
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Table 2 



Number and Percentage of Articles in which Sample Characteristics 
are Specified, Inferred, tjot Specified, and Not Applicable^ 



~. Sample 
Characteristic; 



Specified Inferred 



^ Not 
Specified 



-Not - 
Applicable 



Number *' ' ' * ' ( 


1338 "(98.9). 


\ \ 


*> * 


15 (1.1) 






Sex f ' ■ • 


. 924 068. 0). .• 


62. 


C4.6). 


366 (27.1) ' . 


1 


( .1) 


Age v 

a 


494 (36.5) ' 


34'0. 


.(25.1) 


519.(38.4-) 




— 


Grade. , . 


, -383 (38 v 7 ) 


403 


(40.7*) 


203 (20.5 ) 


364 


(26.9) 


Time of Data Gathering 


488- (13.9) 


"41 


( 3./0) 


.1124 {83.1) 




— t 


Race " > 


., 301 (25.1*) 




— / 


898 (74.9*) 


154 


(11.4 : J 


Ethnicity > 


62 i. 5.1*) 






1137 (94.8 ) 


154 


(11.4) 


Language Dialect ■ ' 


25 ( 2.1*) « 






1173.(97.9*) ' 


154 


(u.4; 


Foreign Nation 


177 (95.6*) 






8 ( 4.3*) 


1168 


(86.3) 


Race 


12 -( 6.5*) 


CV 




173 (93. 5*)-' 


1168" 


(86.3) 


* Ethnicity 


~ 17 ( 9.2*) 






168 (90.8*) 


1168 


(86.3) 


' Language Dialect t 


22 (11.9*)* 






163 '(88.;*) 


1168 


(86.'3> 


Neighborhood 


99' (7.3) 






1254 (92.7) 






Parental Income 


24 ( 1.8) 


J 27 


( 2. OX 


1302 (96.-2) 




._ i. c 


Parental^ Occupation 


46 ( 3.4) 


[31 


( 2.3) ' 


1276 (94. 3) > 




* i 


Parental ^Educa Lion 


55 ( 4.1) . 


/ 4 


( .3) 


1294 (95.6) 







**IncJicates adjusted^ercdntage; the 
percentage is tl\e number articles f 
is applicable . 



denominator used to compute this^. 
which this sample* chkracteristic 
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' k . - Table' 2 (Continued); ^ - 

- '. * . 

Number and Percentage of Articles in wh^ch Sample Characteristics 

are Specified, Inferred, Not Specified, "an# Not r,Applicabl£ 

s 



Sample 

Characteristic 



ft; 



Specified 



Inferred ".Specified 



lit 



foot 
Applicable 

// - % 



Social Class v 

/ Social Class Scale 

/ 

Income, Occupation, 
Education, Gen$vs 
, ' Tract Data 

•Other Supporting Data 

Census Tract Data * 

s Schfool 

4 

^tandarttizkd Te%f r Vvi 
XTot f al\P6ol) \ 
V * 

Mean 

Range of j^£ores 

,Standatd Deviation * 

Standardized Test {Sample) 
> * 

, Mean 

*• Range * ' • 

* i* Z * 

Standard Deviation 

Size of Total Pool 

How Sfchool'Was- Selected 

' How Class Was Selected , - 

How Nont-School Population 
Was-Selected 

How Individual Was ' 
Selected 



2-96 (21.9) 
, 44. (14.*8*r 



£9 (19.9 ) 



11 ( .3.7 ) 



1057 (78.1) 




252 (85.1 ) 1057 T7871) 



1057 (78.1) 
1057 (78.1) 

464 134.3) 

': l~ 

1305 .(96.5) 
1305 (96^5) 
, 1305 (96.5) 



'398 (29.4) 
227 (57.0*) 

63 (15. "8*) 
MSI (36.1*) 
171 (12.6) * 

27'( 3,1*). 

Z4 (11.9*) 



66 (12.9 ) 
610 (45.1) 



171 (42.9 > 



- 335 (84.1*) 



254 (63.8 ) 
1182 (87.3). 

853 (96.9-) 
177 (88.0*) 

444 (87.0*) ' 
' 743- (54.9) . 



, 955 (70.6) 
9^ 
955 (70.6) 



9^(70.6) * 



w 473 (35.0)' ' 
.1152 (85.1) 

843 ,(62.3) 



9 
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Indicates adjusted 
,centage is the number ^f 
applicable. - * • 



— ■ — ; = ^ : ' 

percentage; the denominator used to compute this pex L 
articles for which this sample characteristic is 
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as Sample Characteristic^ fh 1974 Journal Articles, 
by Selected Categories of We and Cot^ntjlrea^ 




Qategory\ 



Specified 
% 



Nob 
App^i^abl^ 
// 




Total- 
Number 
if .Articles 



Entire Sample 

"Childhood 

Adolescence ■ 

' DeveltJpnu^nt 
general 

< % , 
physical - 

Development 
(Disorders, 
Disease) 

Physical , 
Development 
(Other) 

< Cognitive 

Development 

Sox:ioemotional 
Development 

. Tha Family 

The Broader 
' Environment 

> * ** 

Intervention 

' Programs and 

Services 

Education 

Health" 



' 166 x (99. A) 



105 (100) 

'^553 (98.6) 

487 (99.6) 
70 (100)- 

26 (100) 

■» 

253 (97. 3) 

105 (95*5) * — 
141 (98. 6 J 



1 ( .6) 




' 7 ( 2.7£ 

5 ( 4.5) 
* 2 ( 1.4) 



1353 
796 
861 




\ * 



105 



561 



489 



70 



26 



260 



110 



• ■ 

Note. Unless otherwise noted*, percentages are based on the total number of articles 
relating to that category. ( Perc en tagGrS*-JLol lowed by an asterisk are^ based on only tjie 
nuipber of applicable articles relating to\that category. * 

Or ' > 1 & * 




Sex 





as Sample Characteristic in 1974 Journal Articles, 
: by Selected Categories of Age and Content Area\ 



Category 




Entire Sample 
Childhood 



Adol>e&cence 



Development 
* General v 

V 

Physical 
Development 
(Disorders, 

* Disease) 

Physical 
Development 
(Other) 

Cognitive * 
Development 

Sodioemotional 
* Development 

The Family 

. \ • 
The- Broader 
Environment 

Intervention 
*• Programs and 
Services 

Education 

.Health 



Specified 



Inferred 



if 



z: 



- Not 
Specified 
#■ % 



s Not 
Applicable 



924 C68;3 ), 62 ( 4.6 ■) . 366 (27.1 )> , 



515 -(64. J.) 



29 0 3.6 ) 251 (31 1 6 ) 



617 (71.7 ) 44 ( 5.1 ) 200 (23.2 ) 



831 (71.0*) 49 ( 4.2*) -290 (24.8*) 



88 (52.7*) 4 (2.4*) 75 (44.9*) 



65 (61.9*) ' 5 ( 4 r 8*) 35 (33.3*) 



399\ (71.1 ) 24-4-4V3 ) 138 (24.6 ) ' 



392 (81. V ) 
55 (78,6*) 



20 (76.9 



25 C 5.JL y 



*67 (13.7 ) 



2(2.%) 13 (18.6 ) 




.54 (49,1 ) 



2 


* 

C'7.7 ) 


4 




'' * " 




15 


( 5.8 ) 


117 




* 




\9 


( 8.2 ) 


47 










\( 4.2 ) 


\67 



4 (15.4 ) 



47 (42.7 ) 
V 

.67 (47.1 ) 



1 ( .1) 
1 ( .1) 



Total 
Number 
of Articles 



1353 
• 7-96 
861 

1170 



' 1*67 

* • . f 
.. \ 105 

56l| % 
'• ' 

. 489 , 

70 

'26 - . 

260 
110 
143* 



Note, ., Unless otherwise noted, percentages are based on the total number of articles ' 



relating to that "category .' Percentages followed^by 
number of applicable articles relating to\ho£ categc 



asterisk are\based on only the* 
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• . ' , ' Table 5 

' * . / ' . Age: 

» ' ' ' / " 

as Sample Characteristic in 1974 Journal Articles, V 

by Selected Categories of Age and Content Area 



r . 




Category 



Specified ■ Inferred 



Not • 
Specified 
# % 



'Not 
^Applicable 



tEn^ire Sample 

Childhood 

Adolescence * 

Development 
General 

physical 

Development 
(Dis'ordets\ 
Disease) 

Physical 

Development 
' (Other) 

Cognitive 
Development 

Socioemotianal 

. Development 
t 

The Family 

•* The Broader 
Environment 

Intervention 
* ' Program's and 
v Servicef 

•Education 

Health 



494 (36.5). 
413 (51.9) { 
212 (24.6)' 



340 (25.1) ' 519 (38.4) 



255 (32.0) 
207 (24.0) 



128 (16.1) 
442 (51.3) 



418 (35:7)' 295,(25.2) 457 (39.1) 

>87 (52.1);' ~ ~6V (38.3).. 16 (9.6) 

61 (58.1) 26 (24.8) 18 (17.1). 

231 (41.2).' 141 (2511) 189 (33.7) 

9h (18.6) ,87 C17.8) . 311 (63.6) 

20. (28.6) 28 (40>Q|^ 22 (31.4) 



2 ( 7.7) 12 (46.2) 



12 (46-. 2) _ ~~ 



106 (40.8) ' ~_64 (24.6) -90 (34.6) 
-19 (4^3) ' 19 &7>i) W2 (65.5) 
82 (57.3) 43 (30.. 



18 (12.6) 



Total • 
Number 
of Articles 



1353 
796 
861 

1170 



167 

105 

561 

489 
70 

26 

260 
110 
143 



Note. Unless, ( otherwise noted, percentages are\based on "the total number"of articles 
relating to that category. Percentages followed by an asterisk are based on only the 
number of 'a pplicable articles relating to that category. \ , \ 
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...... v ••' Table 6 

Grade:,. 

as Sample Characteristic ia 1974 Journal Articles, 
by Selected Categories q>| Age land Content Area 



Category 



Specified 
9 % % 



Inferred 



• Not 
Speoifjed 



Not 
Applicable 

17 % 



Total 
Nurabej: 
of Articles. 



Entire Sample 


J 383*(3&.7 ) - 


403 


(40./ i 


203 


^2Q.5 ) 


364 (26.-9) 


Childhood 




on 


* 


10.} 


i 


3<E8 CM L\ 


Adolescence 


. '261- (36.2*) 


327 


(45.3 ^ 


133 


(18-/4') 


140 (16. 3-) 


Development 
*~ General j 


* 

343 (38.9 ) 


37 r 


(42.1*). 

£ 


/ 


(19.0*)' 


' 288 (24.6) 


Physical ^ 








* • 


tf 

-A 


* - 


Development 












(Disorders, 
- Disease) i 

5 *, 


- 1 * 
2 ( 5.7 ) 


1 


(,2.8*)* 


;32 


(91.4*) 


■ 132 (7§.0) 


Physical* j 




w 


* . * 








<■ Development . 
(Other) ' 


7 .(13*7*) 


18 


(35.3*) 


. 26 


(50.9*) 


54 (51.4) 

■ i 


i 1 

Cognitive , ; 
Development 


> 

236 (49.1*-) " 


155 


(32.3*) 


89 


(1"8.5*) 


81 (14.4) 



Socioemotipnal 
Development 

The /Family 

The Broader 
Environment 

Intervention 
Programs and 
Services 

Education 

Health 



\ 



141 (32.1 ) • 258 05B. 8 %j 



(38.6 ) 13 (E9.5 



40 * 9..1 ) , 50 (10.2) 
26 



[8 (42.1 ) 

A 



14 (31.8*) 



" 8 (' 42.11!) 



I 3 (15.8 ) 



71 



t 49 (28.1*) 7 52 (29.9*) 

45 (44.5*,) "* 45 (44.5 )' 

• i j • * 

. 4 (5.7 ), 6 8.6 ) 



7ii (41.9 ) 



11 (10.9 ) 



(37.1) 

I 

J 

(26.9) 



85^(33'.i) 

9* ( 8.2) 



■\0 



1353 
796 
.-861 

1170 

V ■ 

• f 

\ 

167, 

r 

105 

• 561 . . 



489 
70 



. 6p'~(85.7 ) « 73 (-51.0) 



110 
143 



Note . Unless otherwise mote^ 1 percentages' are based on the total number of articles 
relating to that qategory. .Percentages followed by an' asterisk ate based on only tl\e 
number of applicable articles relating to that category. ^ *, 
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</ t Table 7 , 

i f 

^ Time of Data Gathering': ' ^ 

as Sample Characteristic in 1974; Journal Articles, 
by Selected Categories of Age and Content Area 



Category 



Specified Inferred 



if 



it 



% 



Hot 
Specified 
it ■ 7, 



Not < 
Applicable 



-Entire Sarplft- 



188. (13.9) 



Childhood 

Adolescence 

Development 
General 

Physical* * 
Development 
(Disorders i 
Di sease) 

Physical- 
* Develbj>iaent 
(Othej^K*^] 

"Gbgnifcivl 

Development 

i Socioeniotional 
Development 

The^miUy • 

The jflroacter . 
EnpUifosment 

, 

Intdrvdhtfioa ; 
iPrqgiJams' and 



41 ( 3.0) 1124 (83. 1} 
^6 ( 4.5)" 672. (84.4) 
704 (81.8). 



(11.5) 40 ( 3.. 4) ' 995 (85.0) 




5- (15.0)\ 1D8 (64.7) 



5 ( 4.8) 88 (83>8) 

¥ i 

8 ( 1.4) 516 (92.0) 

•7p (14.3) . 5 ( 1.0) 414 (84.7) 

24 (34.3) ' . 1 ( 1U) 45 (64.3) 



\ 
■ 




%2 (46.2) . 

I" , 

58' (22.3) 
24 .(21.8)-. 
32 .(22.4^| 



14 '(53.8)' 



1 ( ' .4) ; ' 201 (77.3) 



1 ( 



.7) 



86 (78.2) 
lit)' (/fel-9) 



Note,". Unless, otherwise npted, jpercej 
relating 
number 



ntagesl are 



based 



1' 



U to that category. „ Percentages jfjollowed ty an asteirisk are basted on onlv the 
°f appli'c ahl t e • articles] relating to that ca'tfego^ry. 'f 4 i \ * i 4 



f ERjC 



v. 



Total 
Number 
of Articles 



1353 . 
196 " 
861 



117Q> 



167 
105* 

! 

561 

489 . 
70- 

'26 




" ) J'T I " / ' • ' 1 
m Hhe i:atjal [dumber |f articles : 



13 - 




Cognitive 

Development \ 

Sociocmot ional 
Development 

> 

The Family 

The Broader 
Environment 



1*3 (25. A ) 



22 (42.3 ) 



10 (45. A ) 



12 (54.5*) 



4 (15.4) 



Intervention * 
Programs and 
Services s 

Education 

health 



38 (17.6 )/ 
21 (20. 4/*) 



15 (14U ) 



T 

vise jnot( 
>^y. P 
rticles 



177 (82.3 ) 
82 (79.6 r 

# 

91 (85.8*)*, 



45 -(17.3) 
7.( 6.4) 
3*^(25.9) 



260 
110 
143 



I'ote. 



ERIC 



rela 
nymb 



ir of appli cable ,a 



to 



Unlefes othe 
that. ca|t^| 




excentages followed by 



: lating to thai category 



- i.'o 



ftk percentages are based on the [total nuhbpr ojE 1 articles 



an 'asterisk are ba'sed on only 



the 



- 14 - 



Table 9 




Ethnicity: 

Sample Characteristic in 1974 JourpaT Articles, 
by^Selected Categories' of Age and Content Area 



Not Total 

,ppl3:eahte- — ^^LNuitther„ 



% 



' of Articles 



Errfire Sample^ 




Development 
r General 

Physical ^ 
Development 
(Disorders, 
Disease) ' 

Physical 

Development . 
(Other) 

Cognitive ■ 
Development 

Socioemotiorial 
Development 

The Family 

The Broader 
Environment 

Intervention 
P-rp grams and 
Services 

Education K - 

Health 




ri37"T^V8; •' 154(11757" 



644 (93.1 ) 106 (13.3) 




23 ( 5.1. ) 



3 ( 5V8*) 



3>(13.6 ) 



\ 



* s 
13 ( 6.0 ) 



8 ( 7.8J 



■A ( 3.8 ) . 



729 (94.9 ) 



990 (95.0 ) 



144 "(97,9*) ' 



82 (97.6 ) , 



'*73 (94.4*) 



422 /(94.8 ) 



49. ($.2**) 



-19" (86. 3*) 



20M93-9" ) 

95 (92.2 ) 

• I* 
102 (96.2 ) 

'i . • • w 



93" 

128 (10.9) 



861 



1170 



• 20 (12.0)' 



167 



2i;(2q.JtX) •> .. io5 N 

6O\(10'Sx. $61 

44JC9.0) 
18 (25,7-) 

'4 (15.4) : \/ , 26 




45 (17v3) 
7 '( 6V4) 

"37 (25. &) 



260 



r 110 

V* 143 



Kote * Unless' otherwise noted, percentages are 
relating £o that category. Percentages toliowed/b 



:^tegory 



tages 



number of applicable articles relating v to \tl|at category. 



by an asterisk are 



ERIC 

I' I' I' 



16 



bashed bray the tojtal number of articles 



based on.^only the 




Category . 




rtife Sample 
Childhoo 

Adolescence 

i 

^Development 
General 

\ ■ 
Physical s , 

Development 
(Disorders ^ 
Disease) 



Physical 

Development 
* (Other) 

Cognitive * , 
Development' 

Sgcigemot ional 
' Development 

The Family % * 

The ,Broader 
. Xnvirpnment 

Intervention 
' Programs and 
Services 

Education 

Health 



Language Dialect; 
as Sample Characteristics in 1974 Journal Articles, 
, by Selected* Categories' \f Age and Content Area 



V " " \ Not 

S pecified Inferred^ ' \Specif ied 

' # ' ■ % * if % * * ■ X? %~ 





Not 
Applicable 

# ' ■ X 



Total 
• Number 
of Articles 



11 c 



2; 2 ) 



\ 




1173 (97:9 ) ' 155 (11.5) 
668\(96.9*) 107 (13/4). 



94 CIO. 9) 



1025 (98. \ ) 129 (llf.O) 



100.0) 20 (12.0), 



/ 



1353 
796 
86 i 

1170 



167 





■"' ' '84 (100.0) 


i i 
21 "(20^0) 


105 




489 (97.8*) 


61 


(10.9) , ■ 


561 




'440 (98. 9* j 


44/ 


/■, ". 

( 9.0) 


'489 


* 


49.(94.2*) 




(25.7) 


70 




-* 

20 (90.9^ 


:> 


\(15.4) . 


26* 




/ 

. *} 
• 207 (96.3) 


45 


I 

1 1 . 
(17.3) 


26T) 

■ I, 

' * 110 






' 7 


(6.4) 


t 


105 (99.0*) 

/ • 


37 


(25,9) 


143\ 



■ % 



V ' * s • f * v 

' • Note . Unless otherwise noted, percentages .ar\e based on the total number of articles 
t relating to that^ categary . "Percentages followed by an asCerisk'are based on only the 
. ',* numbers of applicable articles relating to that category. \ * 



ERJC I - 



17 



■■Y 



—16 - 



Table 11 
Foreign Nation: % 



a ( s 'Sample Characteristic in 1974 Journal Ar titles, 



by Selected Categories of Age and Content Area 



Category 



Specified 


Inferred 


, Not 
^8p€cified 


Not \ 
Applicable 


# % 


// % 


^ a ■ % 


% ' 


' * 
177 (95.* ) 


it- 


* 

^j l^,3 ) 


1168 (86.3) 


117 (98.3*) • 




2 ( 1.6*) 


677 (85.1) 


108 (94.7*)' 





\ , 6 ( 5.3*) 


747 (86% 8) 


1%7 (95.4*) 




7 (> 4,5) 


1016 (86.8) 


22 (95.6*). 




• * , 'ft 

' - . * 

■ . 1 (. 4.3 ) 


144 (86.2) 


. .22" .'(95.6*) 


1 < 4.3*) 


82 (78.1) 


— — 




* 





Total ' * 
Number 
'of Articles 



Entire Sample 

Childhood 

Adolescence 

Development ^ 
General 

Physical 
, ireyelopcient * 
. L (Disorders, * • 
Disease^) . . 

| Physical x " » 
Deyelopinent\ 
(Other) 

Cognitive 
Development 

SociQcmot ional 

Development * 

> 

The Family 

Tlie Broader 
Environnent 

Intervention 
\Pro^rams and 
services 

Education • 

Heal^ v 



1353 
796 

' 861 

1170 



70 (95.9 ) 



• 53 (94.6 ) 



19 (100-.0) 



.6 (10010) 



48 <96.0 ) 



. 7 (77.8 ) 
40 (100. 0)- 




3 ( 4.1 ) * 488 (87.0) 



3 t 5.3. ) 



167 



105 . 



561 



2 ( 4.0 ) 
2 (22.2*) 




20 (76.9) 

.•210 (80.8) 
101 (91.8) 

> 

103 (7.2.0) 



UP 
143 



Notg. UflTess otherwise noted, percentages are basttL,on the total number of articles 
relating to that category. Percentages follqwed by an^sterisK are based on only the 
'i ■ -number of applicable articles relating to that> category. 



9 

ERIC 



18 



\ 



-"17 

\ V Table 

Race in For€[i 
as Sample Chatacteristic ih 

• " v 

by Selected Categories o 



Category 




Physical 
Development 
(Other) 

Cognitive 
Development r 

« Socioerabtional 
Development 

• V 

The Family 

The Broader 
, ^Environment 

Intervention. 
Programs and 
Service^ 

Education^ 



\ TAJ U< 



eci f ied 



Inferred 



% 



Entire Sample 


12 


( 


6^ 


*' 
5 ) 


Childhood 


7 


( 


5. 


* 

9 ) 


Adolescence 




( 






5 


4. 


A ) 


Development 










General 


12 


( 


7. 


8 ) 


Physical 










Development 










(Disorders v 








* 


Disease) 


i 


( 


4. 


3 ) 



V* 



12 

gn Nation: 
1974 JouTnaT *Ar' tfix^Les , 
Age and Content A 





Not 
Specified 



^Not 
Applicable 



t Total 
Number 
o£ Articles 



173 (93.5,) -11^8 (86.3) 



112 (94.1 ) 677 (85.1) 



1 ( 4.3 ) 



6 ( 8.2 ) 



5 ('8.9 ) 
2 (10.5*) 



109 (95.6 ) 747 (86.8) 



142 (92.2 ) 1016 (86.8) 



22 ($5.7 ) -144 (86.2) 

82 (78.1) 
488 (87.0) 




1170 





22 (95.7 



67 (91.8 ) 



51 (91.1 ) 



43X1:88.57 
51 {72. 9) 




1 (2.0 ) 




17 (89.5 ) 

6' (100.0) • 20 (76.9) 

49 (98.0*) - 210 (80.8) 

" 9 (100.0) 101 (91.8) 

40 "(100.0) 103 (72.0) 



105 

i. ■< 

561 

489 
70 

26 

260 
110 
143 



Kote"! Tt^as- ©4hexHise__noted , f percentages are base/l on the to^al number of articles 
relating to ^iznat category. PerceTTta-ges followed by an asterisk are based on only r the 
number of app] icable articles relating to that category. x 



id 

ERIC 



19 



A. 





1 



-as' - 



Jable 13 

Ethnicity in ^foreign Nation 

as Sample TchaT2re-fce£istic in 1974 Journal Articles, 
by Stelected\Categories of A£e and Content Area 




Category 



Specified 

// % 



Ntft Not \ Total 

Inferred Specified Applicable \ Number 

if % ii % t # % \ of Articles 



Entire Sample 
Childhood * 
Adolescence 



-frgveiopment :< 
General 

Physical 
Development 
(Disorders, 
Disease) 

Physical 
Development 
(Other)** b 

Cognitive 
Development 

Sbcioamotional 
Development 

The Family 

The Broader 
Environment 

Intervention 
Programs and 
Services 

Education 

Health 



15 ( 9.2 y 

10 ( 8.4*)' 




1 



1 ( 4.4' ) 



2 ( 8.7 ) 



7 ( 9.e ) 



5 ( 8-.9 ) 

6 (31.6*) 



1 (16*7, ) 



2. rv> ) 
rai.i*j 

1 ( 2.5*) 



\ 



168 (90.8.) 
109 (91.6 
103 (90.4") 



,1168 (86.3) 




677 (85.1) 

v • ' ■ 

747 (86.8) 



141 (91.6 ) 1016 '.(86.8) 
* ■ \ 



\ 



-22--C95T6*) * 144 <86.2X\ 




21 (91.3 ) 



66 (90.4 ) 488\(87.0) 




51 (91.. 1 ) . 433 (88.5) . 



13o(68.4 ) 



51 (72.9). 



5 C83.-3 y .20 (76.9) 



48 (96/.0*) 7 V 210 (80.8) 




s .8 CSJMtV .101 (91.8) 
39 (9775*) 103 (72.0) 



489 

70; 

. 26 




Note. Unless otherwise noted-, percentages are based on the total number of articles : 
relating to that category. Percentages followed by an asterisk are f based on only the 
number ol ^applicable articles relating to that category. , ' , 



E 



Table 14 



Language Dialect in Foreign Nation: 

as Sample Characteristic, in 1974 Journal Articles^ 
« . * * 

by .Selected Categories of Age and Conterit Area 



Category 


ta ■ » 

i 

y * 

Specified , Inferred 


Not 
Specified 


V Not. 
Applicable 


Total 
Number 






% ' % 


9 


% 


I 


% ■ A 


of Articles 


Entire Sample. 


. 22 


(11.9*) — ' * 


163 


(88.1*) 


1168 


(8,6.3) 


— — ' — ; s — 1 ^ 

- ' 135? / . 


Childhood 


, 14 


(11.8 ) 


105 (88.2*) 


677 


(85.1) 


796 


Adolescence 


1 7 
1/ 


* 

(14 .y. ) — 


' 97 


(85.-1*). 


- -747 


(86.8) 


861 


Development 
General 


20 


■k f 

(12.9- ) 


134 


* ' 

(87.1c> 


1016 


(86.8) 


1170 


Physical. 
/ Development 
* (Disorders, 
Disease) 


c 




' 2V '(100.0) 


<■ 144 


J 

(86.2) 


' 167 • •, 


Physical < 
Development 
(Other) 


1 
1 


* V 


22 


0 

* 

(95.7 ) 


82 


(78.1) 


105, . 


Cognitive 
( Development 


i4 


(19.2*) 


• 59 


(80.8*) 


488'' (87.0) 


561 


Socioemotional 
' Developmept 

A , 


7 


(12.5*) _ r - 


49 


(87.5*) 


' 433 


(88.5) 


. V 

\ 

489 


0 

The Family 


3 


(15. a*) 


16 


(84.2*) 


51 


(72.9) 


70 - 


The §roader 
Environment 




-» 


6 


(ioo. o; 


20 


(76.9) 


26 


Intervention 
Programs and 
Services 


1 


* i 

* 

( 2.CV) 7 - 


49 


(98.0*) 


210 


(80.8) 


26 o' 


Education — 


1 


(11.1*) 


8 


(88.9*) 


101 


(91. 8) 


110 


Health 






40 


(100.0) 


103 


(72.6) 


143 


—Note. Unless 


otherwise noted, percentages 


are based .on 


the total number of articles 



relating to that category. Percentages followed by an^^terisk are based on only the 
number of applicable articles ^elating to that category* * 



<5 




Table 15 
Neighborhood: 

i 

as Sample Characteristic in 1974 Journal Articles, 
* by. Selected /Categories of Age and Content Area 




Category 



S pecified 
9 



Inferred 



7. 



Not 
Specified 
f -% 



Not e 
Applicable 
v if 7. 



Total 
Number 
of Articles 



Entire Sample 
Childhood 

v. • ■ 

Adplescencc 

Development 
General 

Physical' 

Development 
, (Disorders, 
Disease) 



5 ( 3.0) . 



Physical 
Development 
(Other) 

Cognitive 
Developmen 

Soc ioemot io nal 1 
Development 

The Famil. 

T.He Broader*. * 
Environment 

" Intervention 
Programs and* 
Services 

Educa tion. _ x 



• ij^alth 



3>:( 2i t 9) ' 

53 ( 9.4) 

35 (7.2) 

9 (12.9) 

.4 (15.4)* 

ii ( 4 .ir 

8 ( 7.3) 

2 ( 1.4) 



1254 (92^7) 

719 (90.^ r 

809 (94.0) " 

1081 (92.4) 

. 162 (97.0) 

102 X97.1) 

. 508 (90.6) 

' 45.4 (92.8) . 

. '61. (87.1) 

- 22 (84.6) 

. 249 (95.8) 

102 (92.7) - 

141 (98.6) 



T 



1353 
79.6— . 
861 

ll70 



1 V 

105 
561 

J 

489 
70 

26 

260 
110 

143" 



Note . Unless otherwise noted, percentages are based on the total number 
^relating to that category. Percentages followed by an asterisk are based on 
' number of applicable articles relating to that category. 



of articles 
only the 



9 

ERIC 



22 



' - 21 - ' 

• ■ . 

" \ • * 

T^ble 16' . ' - 

*' j • , Parental .Income: 

as Sample Cha^acteri^tij^in .1974 journal Articles, 
by Selected Categories, pf Age and Content Area 



Category 



S pecified Inferred 

// % ' it % 



Not * Not ' Total 

Specified Applicable ^Number 
it % - c /A % 1 * of Articles 



En tire. "Sample 
Childhood 

■ ' * s. 
AaolefsC%n.Ce 

Development. 
' G&aexal * 

Physical . 
Development- 
(disorders/ 
Disease) . 

Physical 

Development 
(Other) 

Cognitive 
DeVLelopnus 

. s / 

Socioercc/t ional 
^ feeve/bpnent 

The EaraSLy 

The|Bi / oadeiy 
fironment 

Irifervention 
Programs and 
Services 

iucation 



salth 



i \ 

9 



24 ( 1.8* 
18 ( 2.3) 

10" ( l.*2) 

i 

21 (1.8) 



3 ( 1.8) 

•i 11.01 

9' .( 1/6) 

9' ( 1.8) 

1 ( 1.4)' 

^ 

2 ( 7.7) 

3 (.1.2)' 
3 X 2.7) 



27 ( 2.0) 1302 (96.2) , 

19 ( 2.4) ' " 759 (93.4) 

}5 ( 1.7) 8.36 (9,7.1) 

24 ( 2.1) 1125 (96.2) 

t 16^' <98.-2) 

2 ( 1.9) V 102 .(97.1). 

18 '( 3.2) ' 534 \95,2) 

9 i'l'.,8) 471 (96:3) 

, i 

. 69 (98.6)' 



f '• 



2 ( 7.7)- 



22 (84.6) 

I 



5 ( 1.9) ' 252 (96.9) 
5 ( 4.5)' '^102 (92.7) 



143 (100.0) 



1353 < 
796 i 
J6f 



^1170 



167 

10$/ 

561 

489 
70r 

26 

260 
110 
143 



ERIC , 



\ 

\ 



•25r 



r. 



articles 



Note * Unless otherwise noted* percentages are based on the , total number of 
xelating to that category. -Percentages, followed by an asterijsk \are based' on *on,ly the 
number of applicable article^ relating to that category. 



- 22 - 



' Table 17. • . 

Parental Occupation:. 

* 

a\ Sample Characteristic in 1974 Journal Articles,' 

c 

yy Selected Categories" of Age and Content Area 



Category 



Entire Sample 

Childhood 

Adolescence 

Development ' 
General 

Physical 

Development * 
(Disorder s,* 
Disease), 

Physical 

Development 
(Other) 

Cognitive 
'Development 

Socioemotiona 1 
Development 

The FamiiLy 

The Broker 
Environment 

Intervention ' 
Progr£*tfj? and 
Service 

Education 



Health ' * 



Spe cified 



46 ( 3-4) 
36 ( 4-5) 
22 ( 2.6) 



41-T3.5) 




3 ( 1.2) 



r i ( 

,2 ( 



.9) 
1.4) 



Not Not 
-Inferred N Specified, Applicable 



Total , * 
Number « 
of Articles 



31 ( 2.3) 
19 i 2. A) 
21, ( 2.4) 



1276 C94.3) 
741 («93.1) 
818 (95.0)' 



21 ( 1.8) 1108 (94.7) 



1353 
796 
^ 861 

1170 



. — 167 (100.0) 

2 ( 1.9) 99 (94.3) . 
11 .( 2.0) '527 (93.9) 

l 

t 

9 ( 1.8) 460 (94.1) ' ( 
6 (8.6) 57 (81.4) 

3 (11.5) * 19 <|73.1) % 

5 ( 1.9) 252/(96.9) 
3 ( 2.7) 106 (96.4) 
2 ( l.:4) ! 139 (97.2) 



167 



105 
56! 

489 
70 

26 

260 
110 
143 



Note. Unless Otherwise noted, percentages are based on the total mpber^f articl 
relating to that cfategoryj Percentages follbwed by an asterisk are Based oil only the 
number of applicable articles relating to that category. « \ 

' Tf"^ I \ , ■ • St*- 

ERIC * ' ^ 



Table 18 
Parental Education: 
as> Sample Characteristic in 197l4 Journal Articles, 
by Selected Gategorles^^ and Con 



ent Area 



Category 



Specified 
# % 



Inferred 



Specified 



it 



% 



iKe< t 



*Not 
0 Applicable 

// % 



" Total 
Nuiber , 
of - Articles 



Entire Sample 

V 

Childhodd ' 

Adolescence 

Development - 
General 



55 ( 4.1) 

36 ( 4.5) 

25 ( 2.9) 

42 ( 3.6) 



4 ( .3). 
3 < .«) 
3 ( .3) 



.1294 ,(95.6) 
757 "(95.1) 
• 833 (96.7) 




A 



Physical 

Development 
, (Disorders, 
Disease) 

e 

\ Physical . 

Development 
(Other) * 

Cognitive 
Development 

Socioeraotional 
-Development 

The Family 

' - The Broader 

Environment « 

Intervention 
Programs and 
Services 1 

Education 

Health 



5 ( 3.0) 



4 C 3.8) 




7 )' 2/3_ 
3 (2.7) 

2 '( 1.4) 



2 '( .2) 1126/ (96'. 2) 



162" (97.0) 

100 (95.2) 
543 (96^8) 

467 (95.5) 

52 (74.3) 

I 

j^O (76.9) 

' t 

' \ 

254U97 . 7) 
107 (97.3) 



1 ( 3.8)" 



1 



141 (98\6) 



! "biased \ 



135$ 
796.^ 
. 861 

1170 



167 



26 

260 

1 110 



Nojt e . Unless otherwisii noted, percentages are tbsed oh the total number of article^ 
relati^ tA that category.! Percentages followed by an asterisk, are bas^c on only the 
numberlof ^pplicable .articles relating to that category^ 



\ 



25 



•- 24 



Table 19 
Social Class: 

r • / 

as- Sample Characteristic in l974^^fiiS| Articles, 
by Selected Categories of Age and Content Area 




'Category 



Specified Inferred 

// % V % 



Not Np 
Specified / Applicab le 

if 



■%6 



% 



^bkirc .Sample 

v /^Childhood 

Adolescence 

Development 
•General s 

' Physical »" ' 
-Development 
(Disorders, 
Disease) 



296 (21.9) / 
232 (29. 1)/ 



146 (17.0) 




v Total 
Number 
of Articles 



265 (22.6) 



8 ( 4.8) .159 (95.2) 



905 (77.4) 



1353 
796 
«61 



13-70. 





90 (85.7) 

391 (69.7) 

392 (80.2) 
36 (5/1.4) 



19 (73. 1) 

A. 



232, (89.2) * 

^3 (84.5) 
134 (93. 7) 



103 



1 



56 i 
70 



&6 n 



260 
110 
143 



percentages are based on the total number of artiples^ 
:ages followecj! by an asterisk are based on only the 
number of a pplicafe]e articles\relating to that categpry. 

i 

20 ' 



Table 20 



Social Class Scalet, 



as Samp.le Characteristic in 1974 Journal\ Articles, 
by Selected Ca tegories of Age and Content Area 



Categbry 



S pecified 

if % 



.-Inferred 



if 



7 



Not 
Specified 

// 



Not/ 
A pplicable 

¥■ I % ' 



j Total - 
, Number 
of Articles 



/ 



Entire Sample 

Childh'ood * 

Adolescence ' 

D(:voldpmenjt 
Gfcnferal ! 
• / ' 
Physical . 
pevei.6pne.nfc/ 
(DisiDtdersi 
. Disease) 

V- ■' 

\ \ Physical 

] > Development 

\ (Oth^rJ 

* Cognitive 
t Development 

Sofcioemotional 
• Development. 

The Family 

Tne Broader 
•^Environment 

^ Intervention 
Programs and 
/Services 

Education * 

Health 



44 (14. 8 ) 
30 (12.9*) 
'2.7 (L8.-4*) 



I // I -2* 
.,''37 (13.9 ) 



n 



n 



\ I (12,5*jy 



5 




" | 4 (26.6*) 



V 19 (11,1 ) 



1$ "(19 .j6 ) 
• 9 (26 4 4*) 



1 (14.3 ) 



7 (25,0 ) 
. ■»* 

2 ( il * 8 j ) 
5 (55.5 ). 



252 (85.1*) A 1057 (78.1) 



202 (87.1 ) 564 (7Q.$) 

' L ■ * 1 
119 (81 .'5 ), 715 (83. 



228 (86.0 



905 (77 .4). 



7 (87/. 5 1) 159, (9^.2) 




11 (73.3 ) 90"' (85. 7) 



4 


L51 (88.'8*) 


X 


(69.7) 




78_ 


(80.4*) 


■ 392 






25 


(73.5*)- 


36 


(5o.4) 




i 6 

1 


* 

(85.7 ) 




/ 

(73.1) - 




'21 


* i 
(75.0 )j 


^232 


(89,2), 




15 


* } 
(88.2 ) 


93 


(84.5) 




4 


(44.4*). 


/J34 


(93.7) 



105 

561 

489 
• 70 

\26 



J* 



26 

11(J 
14 



Note. Unless otherwise noted, percentages are? based orV the total number of articles 
that category. Percentages followed by an, asterisk are based on only toe 



relating to 

number of applicable art ides' relating to that category 



I 



26 - 



Table 21 

r 

Income, Occupation, Education; Census Tract .Data 
As Basis f.or Social Clas^: • 

'as Sample CfiSracteristic in 1974 Journal Articles, / 
by Selected Categories of Age and 'Content Area 



Category, 



v 'fTTf — 7 

jj ^Entire SampljL 
>. j 1 \ Childhood j % 

i 

Adolescence , 

Develop Tie ijit 
/T JGeneral 

■ p. 

, Physical 

/ Ueyjslop^ent 
/;. (Disord.e cs^' 
£ Disease) 

V»- > , . ' 

Physical 
1 ' Development . 
* (Other) 

Cognitive 
» Development 

Socioemotional 
- Development 

» The Family , 

The, Broader 
Environment 

Intervention , 
Programs and 
Sdrvices 

4 « • 

Education 
Health* . . - 



Specified 



t Not ' - Not 

Inferred Specified / t Applicable 

1 %~ v TTT / # ■ Z • 



^ — ' 

Tbtal / 

. Number 

; of Articl es 



59 (19. 9*) 
* 43 (18. |*) 
33 (2£.p ) 

«51 (19 j 2*) 
- t 




23 (23.7 ) 
10 '{29. 4*) 

V 

''. - * 

5.(71.4 )• 



9 (32.1*) 
•5 (29.4*) 
4 (44.4*) 



-•n 



2-37 (80.1 ), 1057 (78. 1> 
18 ; 9 (81V4*), j 564 (70.91 
113 |(77.4|)1 715 (83.0) 

''I *\ "■ ) 

214 K8Q.8 Y\\ 905 (77.4) 



7 (87.5**) ! 159 (795/. 2), « 



11 (73.3 ) 901(85.7) 



^142 (83.5*) 391 1(69.7) 



1353 
k -796j * 

86^ t 

' r 

1170., 



74 (76.3. ) 392 



24 (70.6 ) 



36 



(80.^)1 
(51.4) ' 



2 (28.6 ) 19 (73.1) 



C9 (67.8 ) 232 dS9.2) 



12 (70.6 ). 93 (P4.5X 
' -5 (55.5*) ■ 134 (93. rj) 



167, 



26 
260 

110 \ 
143 ' 



|JotCi Unlless Atherwise noted, percentages, are ba^sed cjn the total' nupber 
relating to tflfiatf category^. Ifdrcentages fallowed -by an, asterisk are basejd on' 



number, 6f applicable , artic-lfrs "relating to) that' category. 



.ERIC 



. - 28 



. 1 



of arpic^es 
only ithe 

f ' 



•/•/ 



;• 1 



7 



-.27 - 



Table 22 



1 



/ 



Other Basis for Social Class: 

' / // , . , 

Charge teri^ti£ in 1974 Jburnal Article^, ( 

/ . fjf / ' - ' 

by Selectee* Categories of Age and Content Arei 

/// / ■ :■ :'• ( 



Category 



7 ii 

Specif^cfc? 



# ' 1 ? 




Entire, Sample 




* 
7 ) 


Childhood * * 


6/( ^ 


ft 


} i 

Adolescence J 




7 I 4 


P 


Development \ 




10 (* 3 


i * 


General 




# )* 



re rred 



Physical 
- ^Development 
((Disorders, 
Dr^e,ase) 

I f 
Physical 

Deyelopment 

Cpjther) 

Cognitive 
/Development 

Soc loemo t iona 1 
Development: 

1 The Family j 

ThefBroader !• 
Ehvironment 

Intervention 
Programs and 
Services 

Education 

Hea'lt 



- j* 



* ! 

1 .112-5 ) • 



7 (, 4.1 ) 



3 ( 3.1 ) 



285 (96.3*), 1057 /(78.1) 



226 (97.4 ) 564 (70.9) 
139 (95.2*) 715 (83.0) 



255 (96.2*> J 905 (77.4) 



7 (87.5 ) 1-59 (9512) 



15 (100.0) '90" (85.7) 



2 (28.6 ) 



( 

"j 

-:! 



, .94 (96.9 ) 
'34. (100.0) 

' 5 471.4*) 

* « 

» 

28 (lQO.O) 
17 (100.0) 

9 ,(iO|0:o) 



392 (80.2) 
;36 (51.4) 



19 (73.1 



(7 



II Not • Not/ Total I 

'Specified ■ Applicable . Number-. / 
0 % ■ ; t /.- % of Articles 



167 i 



105 



163 (95.9 ) 391 (69.7) - t 56/ 



r 



232 (89.2)j 
93 (84.5)j 
134, (93. 7) 



f 26 



260 



/ 



— : ' — ~T 

Nike. Unless otherwise noted, percentages are based on the total number of articles 
relating toj that category^ P-ercentages f olldwed /by an asterisk are based jon only the j 
number||of applicable articles relating to that* category. 



ERIC 



29 



A- \ 




Kbte. Unless otherwise ynoted, " percentages are based on the total number of articles 
relating to -that 'category. ^Percentages .followed by an asterisk ^re based on only the 
.njutmbqr of applicable articl/es Relating to that category, " ' / 



erJc\ 



30 



/- 29 - 



\ 



! 1 1 ( |f 

as 'Sample Charactyerist: 



I' by Sele 



97 



:ted C^ftegorijes of Age 



ij Jouiinal Articles', 

; ' f I H 
and Cpnjtent (Area' 



JC&tegory 



Hi < 



\ -ti 



jciifoed / J Inferred 




NotJ. -V 
Applicable 



Tppal ' - 
liber I 
of lA/rticlles 



'Entire 



>ai^ple| 



' Chijldhopdl 

.Adolesqeric^ 

Development 
Genera] " 

Physical! ' | 

Devtiio] imeiit 
• '(Disorl^r^, \ \ 
Disease) 

Physical 

Development^ 1 
(Other. I < 

Cognitive 
Development 

j 

Sdcioeinotiona, 
Developmen 



The FWjy< 

The ferpader 
- Envifcpnme-sn 



Intervention 
Programs fanjc 
Services 1 

uication 

/ 

Jealth, • 



L|6 (jl3.9 f ' 



a (id. 6*) 



104 (0.2.8 <). i 



* I 

f' 3 ( 8.3 )'' 



57 (12.3 ). 



i if 

.56 (13.2 ) 



2 ( 5.9 ) 



4 (23.5 ) 



27 (24.1 ) 
26 (25.7*) 
■1 (10.0*) 



,773 (86|if*3 
342 (82i'j0 ) 



595 (89,i3 ) 



707 (87.1.) 



7 (100.0) 



33' (91.6 ) 



406 £87.7 ) 



32 (94.1 ) 



13/(76.4*) 



85 (75.9 ) 
75 (74.3*) 
. 9 (90.0*) 



464 <p4.3) 
379 (47.6) 
195|,(22.6) 

359 (30.7) 



160 (95.8) 



367 (86.8 ) 66 (13.5) 



36 (51. 4) 

.. ,/ 

9' (34/6) 



148 (56.9) 
9 ( 8.2) 
133 '(93.0) 



L170 



167 



105 



561 ; 



26 



fete.' Unless 'otherwise noted, percentages are based on the total number of articles 
relating to that fcategor'y. 'Percentages followed by an asterisk are based on only the 
V""ber of appli cable articles, relating to that category. 



. V 





! 

i <! 

Idardized 



Table 2i /' \ \ 

ris/tlcFor Total Subject Poo^) : 



pl^ Characteristic , in Iplfa joiji^al Articles, 



/ontent it 



/'J ' 



/'■/ 



Category 



Hft , 1 
''Ajppllcabje ' 



% 



, Total 

Number 
of Articlels, 



E{\tir,e 



ample 



CUil|^o!d|d ' 
Adolescence 



; Development e 

' General 

I* . • ' 

Physical 
/Development J 
{Disorders, f 
Di3e-ase) 

Physical » - 
Development 
(Otber)' ' 

Cognitive" 
Development 

: $ocioemo€ f ional 
1 i Development 

j j 

The; Family \. 

The- Broader 
Environment 

! 

(Intervention 
Programs and 
IServices 

ication 



1353' 
796 
861 

, 1170 



167 




8 ( 
8 ( 



3.1) 
7.3) 



467' (95.5) 
70 (100.0) 

26 (100.0) 

-2& (9^6.9) 
1Q» (9^2. 7) 

"l43\lAo.p) 

* \ \ 



.1 



489 
70 

26 

260 
110 
143 



L\Nojte. Unless otherwise noted, percentages are based on the total number of articles 
relating to that category. Percentages followed by an asterisk are based on only, the 
number of 



lUpfflcr of 3pp3 i cable articles relating to that category. 



* -4 

ERIC I 



1 



3-2 




Note * Unless otherwise ndted, percentages are based on the total number of ^articles' 
relating to that category. Percentages followed by an asterisk are based c|n only the 
number of applicable articles relating to! that category* 




Cognitive! . 
Development 

Socioemotionai 
Development V 

». V 

The Family 

The Broader 
Environment 

Intervention^ 
Programs and 
Services 

Education 

Health 1 
\- 



1 (12-5 ) 
1 ,(12.5*) 



7 (87.5 ) 252 (96.9) 



, 7 (87.5 ) 4'QV<92.p_ 
-143 UOO.O) 



260 
110 
143 



Note . Uhless otherwise noted, percentages! are base/1 \on the total number of articles 
relating to that category. Percentages follo^ad by an asterisk are based on only the 
number of a pplicable articles relating to that 'category. 



J 



9 

ERIC 



34 



\ 




tandaird Deviation of 



/Category 



I Entire Sample 



/ 



Itiildh 



ood 



Table 28 



(For Total Subject Pool) 



Sample Characteristic in 1974 



by Selected Category is o f f Age 

/ • 



Specified 



♦ / I 'Adolesce ice 



DeveloprcSent 
j General 1 1 j 

\ 

Physical , 
Developatentt / 
(Disorde^^j / 
Disease) 

i 

Ptiys ical 
'Development 
(0>her; c J 
* * * " ' 

Cognitive 
- Development 

Socioemotional I 
Development \ 

The Family 

!thc Broader 
Environment 

Intervention • 
Programs' and 
* Serviced 

Education * ^ 

Health * ' - 



j 

HA 



6' <fe 



7 

&4 



Infer red 



Standardized Test. Scores 



Journal Articles,/ ,vJ 
and Content Area 



* 
.2 ) 



7 (22.6 ) 



9 (20.4 ) 





! Total 

Number U 
of Articles! 



1305 (96 
76j9 (96.6) 
8^0 (96.4) 



35 (79.5 ) 



* '? '• / 
r 1 (100. 0>* 

5 ^1,8.5*) • 



1 / * 
/3 (l v 3.6 ) 




13513 -' 
796 
861 

1170 



.IV- 



1 (12.5 ) 
* (12.5*) 



22 (81.4 ) -. 

19 (86.3*) .467 (95/5) 

-- f I 7t) (/00.-0) 

. 7 26 (100.0) 

...... A . V 

', • 7 (87.5*) - 252, (96.9) 

7 ( 87 . 5*) 1021 (92.7) 

* — 143 (100.0) 



167 

105 
561 

\ 

489, 

19. > 

\ 1 

• 26 

260 

110/ 

143 



^jote. Unless otherwise noted,, percentages are based on the tolaf number of articles 
relating to that \ category . Percentages fojiltowed by an asterisk are based on only the J; 
number df ^applic&ble articles /elating to thatAcategory,.' \ \~ ''J''; 



ERIC 



35 



Table 29 



*t Standardized Test (For Sample) J \ o , « 
as Sample Characteristic in 1974 \J<bui;naL Articles," 



by Selected Categories of Age an4 Cor tqnt Area"' 

/. \ ' - 



Category 



Specif i&d 



f 9 v 29 if 

' 1891(2^}) 



Not 
Applicable 



4 



total i 
' Number 
<&l Article's 




if 

Cfji; 



tiro Sample 



] : 

5 



N 



dhoodl , 



i J \- • ! 
Adolescence 

J J " " 

•UeveJiopment; ( 



? 



Physical J, * j ■ j* j ',, j ! 
•f Dey^gent { N ^ . . 

biSG^se^|f ' 1 ' J8 }■ 4.6) 

Physieal * y / '* » | (*' / ' - * 
i Dev.elopaeht \ i J • 

-I- ? , (27 -|i 

Cognitive 1 4 * , | j I,. 
! development > *V* 2115 , (38 .b)' 

Socio&raptiona'l «• / 



development 

.The Family 

. The Broader; - 
Environment 

Intervention 
Programs and 
Services { ' 

.Education 

Ifealth • 



184 (37,6) ' f \' — 
28 (40.0) 



/V. (34 .6) ■ , * • ~ , / " 17 • (65.4) 



66 (25.-4), 
55 (50.0)' 

X ( 4.9) 

ft . 



/r 



194 -(/4.6) 
55 (50.0) 
136 (95.1) 



,.-26 

l\ ' • 

260 
110 
143 



i Note^ * Unless "otherwise noted, percentages jpre based ,on the to fay number of articles 
relating to/chat category." Percentages fallowed by, an ast6rxbk are based on only the 
number of wpli cable articles relating to 1 that ^category >l », 



/ 



Mean Standardized 





Scores (For Sample): 



as S#mpl& Characteristic in 1974 



by 




S^ledted Categories of Age 




Inferred 



Jotirnal Articles, 
and Content Aifea / 



# ■'% 



ot- 
$p j dcifjjed 



7. 



Not | 
pplicab'le 



- tfotal 



, '^umber 



\\\ 



Entire iSatiple ! 1 
Childhood J 
/dolfcscence 



— I 



im -(42.j9*) j 
(41.3 ) 




f 



)evejLopi&ent ij 
General 



Cognitive 

Development ■ 

Socioemotional 
„ Development 

The Family 

The Broader 
Environment: 

> 

Intervention 
^Programs and 
Services 



Education 
I j Health 



, /j*uimbe^ o.£ applic;a>Jc articles relaLing to that category. 



18 (62.1- ) 



£40 X65*1*) 



95 (51.6 ) 
,12 (42.8*) 

4 (44.4*) 



i — 



— i 




y 0 . t 

, ,6071(76.3) 
* m S62l (65.3)f 



(! l ti.9*j^* m h8 (6j9'.§)' 



11 



• ^'1353 



J> 796 

• •;' » 
861 

i 1170 

I v 



(50.0 ) 159 (95 ; .2) 



(37.* )! 76 (72.4)* 



/ 



41 (62.1 ) 
35 (63.6*) 
4 (57 f l*) 



75 (3^.9*) 1 346 (61.7) 



89 (48.3 ) 305' (62. U 

* 1 ; 

16 (57.1 ) 42 (60.0) 



5/(55.5 ) 17 (65.4) 



25 (37.9 ) 194. (74.6) 
20 (36.3 ) 55 (50.0) 
-3 (42.8*) 136 (95.1) 5 



1^7' - 



105 

f 

\ 561 . 

V 

\ ' . 

70 
26 

260 

e 

110 
143 



No£c. Unle-ss otherwise noted , percentages are t based on the totail number of articles , 
relating to Xhaf category* Percentages followed by an asterisk are based on only the 



ERJC , 



i 



37 



1 I 



■I . 



r 1 . - 36 - 

\ ! 7 «* . . * 

'Table 31 ' , 6 

Range of Standardized Test Scores (For Sample) 



\ 



as 



Sample! Characteristic in 1974 Jolirn^ 

M [ i,| . ' I 

by Selected Categories of Ajgje and. Con 



egpries of Age 



Articles, 
tent Area . 




physical 
Development 
(Other) 



Cognitive 
Development 



Socioetnot ionai. 
Development 

The Family 

, The BroadcjN *'* 
Environment 

Intervention 
Programs, and 
Services / 
. / 

Education / 



26 (14.1 ) 



3 (10.7 ) 



Jlealth 




T l7»<aD.O*) 346 (61.7) 



158 (85.8*) * 305^62.4) 



25 (89.5 .42 (60,01 



9 (1O0.0) 17 (65.4) 



61 ('92.4 ) ,194 (74.6) 
51 (92.7*) 55 (50.0) 



6 (85.7 ) 



.36 (95. i) 



489 
70 

26 

260 
110 
143 



^ { : \ /! K - . 

Note. Ijjnlc&s otherwise note^ percentages are based opt the total! number of * ar.ti.cles 

relating Iff that category. Percentages, followed by an a^terisjk. are based on only! the 

. . .^number of applicable articles .relatuig to .that category/ x j 

o * , r\ - • ■■ \ 38 1 a'. : - - 1 s> 



Table 32 



I- 
J 



Standard Deviation of Standardized j^est Scores (For Sample) 



by 



as S^ple characteristic 1 in ^974 Journal Articles, 

- 1 I 



.Categor^' 



Specified 



Entire Samp Id 

Chlldhopd 

Adolescence 

Development 
I General j ' 

/ Physical f 

1 Development 
\ (Disorders, 1 

; piseasjb) 

Physical' 
-Development 
I ^ (Other)- 

Cognitive 
Development 

Soc^ioenotionai 
Development 

The Family 

The Broader 
Environment 



n 

144 (36.1 ) 
I 74* (39.1*) 
106 (35.4*) 



Selected Categories ,of / ge and Consent Ai^ep. 



Inferred 



% 




Not 

cif iett 



131 



i* 

37.2 ) 



2 (26.0 ) 




13 (44.8 ) 



93 (43.3 ) 



55 (29. 9 ) 



% 6,(21.4 ) 



3 (33.3 ) 



- An $ X % 
' V\S — rx 




54 163.8 
115 ! '(60|8 
193\(64.5 



Not/ ' 
Appli<5able 



955 (70lfr) 

V I i 
I607X(^6.3) 

562 JJ&5.3) 



221 (62.^1/ j 818 (69.9} 

1/1 ! ' 




159- (95.2) 



16 (55.1 )\ 76 (72.4) 



122 (56.7 ) 346 (61.7) 



129.(70.1 ) 
22 (78.6*) 



6 (66.6 ) 



305 (62.4) 
'42 (6(3.0) 

17 (65.4) 



j- 



| Total 
! Nuraberj 
of Articles- 




1170 



167 



105 



561 



489 " 



70 



6 



Intervention 
Programs and 
Services 

Education 

•Health . 



22 (33. 3^ ) 
20 (36.3*) 



1 (14.3 ) 



44 (66. 6*) 5 
35 (63.6*) 



6 (85.7 ) 



194 (74.6) 
55 (50.0) 
136 (95.1) 



260 
110 
143 



PRir 



• * Note . Unless otherwise noted, . percentages are based on the total ndniber o| articles 
relating to that category. Percentages followed by an asterisk are based on only the 
number of appli cable articles relating to that category. I ' 

• ' 39 " , 




Ent/ire Sample 
^Childhtfod 
loiesc 



Development 
General 

Physical 
| Development 
I (Disorders, 
: Disease) , 

Physical * 
[ Development 
! (Other) 



j Cognitive 
j Development 

1 J 
Socioemot i ona 1 

Development 

i j 

The Family 



The Broader 
Environment 

Interventidn 
Programs and 
Services 

Education 

Health 




64 (13.3) 

14 (20.,0) 

8 (30.8) 

42 (16.2) 

21 (19.1) 

19 (13.3) 



18 (69.2) 

218 (83.8) 
89 (80.9) 
124 (86.7) 



4- 



489 
' 70 

26 

26 0> 
110 

i 



Note . Unless otherwise noted, percentages are based on the total taumber of articles 
relating to that catqgory. Percentages followed by an asterisk are b^jsed on only /tjie 
number of ap pl i cab] e articles relating to that category. I \ 




t '39 - 



• V 



How SchoollWasHelected 



as Sample Charaateris 



iristic ±n\'. 




1974 c JourVial\ Articles, 



by .Selected Categories of Age and Content Area- 



Category 



Specified 



Inferred 



Not 
Specified 
% 



Not 
Applicable 

# % 



Entire Sample 



Childhood 
Adolescence 



Development 6 
General 

Physical 
Development 
(Disorders^ 
Disease) 

.Physical - »■ 

Develqpment 
6 (Other 4 ) 

Cognitive 
Development 

Socioemotional 
- * 

Development 
m The Family 

y * t 

The Broader 
Environment 

Intervention 
Programs and 
-Services 

* Education 



Health 



27 ( 3/1*) 



17 (.4-1 ) 
20 ( 3.0*) 



21 ( 2.6 ) 



1 (14.3 ) 



V 



14 ( 3.0 ) 
6 ,( 1.4,) 

i4pS>i*y 

2 (11.8*) 

10' ( 9.0*) 
8 ( 8.0 ) 
2- ( 3.3*) 



853 (96.9 p 
391 (95.8*) 
641 (9b.9*Y 



413 (98.6 ) 
31 (96.9*) 



15 (88.2 ) 



92<92.0 ) 
58 (96.6*) 



473 (35.0) 
388 (4-8.7) 



'200 (23>^) 



r82 (97.4 ) 367 (31.4) 



Total 
Number 
of Articles 



1353 
796 
861 

1170 



6 (85.7 ) 160 (95.8) , 

- M < 



35 (100.0) 70 (66.7) 



444 (96.9 ) 103 (18.4) ' 



70 {14. 3). 
38 (54.3) 

9 (34.6) 



101 (90.9 0 149. (57.3) 



10- ( 9.1) 
13 (17 



167 ; 

105, 

•561 

489 
7.0 

26 
260 



Note. Unless otherwise note 



percentages- are bas"ed on the total number 
relating to that category Perffeptages followed by an asterisk are based on 
number of applicable articles ixdTating to that category. 




ERJC 



41 



"i Table *35 



■i How Class Was Selected: 

as Sample Characteristic in 197 A Journal ..Articles, 
»^by ^Selected Categories of ^ge and Content Area 



* Jfot Total 
Specified -Inferred Specified . \ Applicable ' Number 

if, > % 9 if % of Articles 



; Ca'tb^ory 



^■Entire S 
Childhoqd 
Adolescence\ 



Development 
Gener4l 



Physical' 
Development 
(Disorders, 
Diseas^) 

Physical \ 
Development 
(Other) \ ' 

Cq&rritive / — 
j . . Development 

Socioemotional 
. Development 

The^Taiaily 

*> 

The Broader 
Environment 




2\ (11.9 ) 
.11 (18.0*)- 



18 (10. 7 ) 



5 ( '8.9 )' 



1 ( 9il ) 



8 ( 8.8 ) 

* < 

7 ("6.9 ) ' 



1 ( 20.0 ) 
1 (20. 0) 



177 (88.0 ) 1152 (85.1) 
735 (92.3) 



50 (81.9*) 
150 (89.3*)" • 



693 (BQ.5) 



154 (91.1 ) 1001 (85.6) 



167 (100.0) 



10 (90.9 ) 94 (89.5) 



83 (91.2 ) •» 470 (83.8) 



94 



4 (80.. 0 ) 



4 (80.0 ) 



388 (79.3) 

65 (92.9) 
V 

21 (80.8. 



1353. 
796 
861 

1170, 



167 

])05 
561 
489 

26 



■ Intervention 
Programs and 
Services 

Education 

Health 



10 (20; 8 ) 
10.(21.3*) 



38 (79.1*) 
37 (78.7*) 
1 (1QX 



212 


(81.5) 


260 


63 


j57^-- 


110 


142 


(99.3) 


143 



Note . tIhless.otherwi.se noted .percentages arc based on the total number of articles 
relating to that category. Pei^tmtages followed by an asterisk are based.^on only th<^ 



number of applicable articles relating to that category. 
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Table 36 



qw Non-School Population Was Selected: 



\ 



as Sample Characteristic in 1974 f Journal Articles, 
by ^elected Categories of Age and Content Area 

c 



Gategory 



r 


• Not 


' Not 


Total 


Specified Inferred , 


Specified 


■ Applicable 


Number 


V h if A 


a 


% - 


9 I 


of Artie 


* 


444 


(87.0*) 




1353 










T96 


53 (12.8*) " 


362 


(87.2*) 


• 381 (47.9)' 










861 


28 (12.0*) 


205 


(87 . 9*) 


628 (72.9) 










f 


53 (13.1 ) — * 


349 


(86.8*) 


768 (65.6) 


- r 1170 


17 (10. 6* >' ^^-^X . 






7 C 4.2) 






143 


(89.4*) 


167 


11 (15.3*) 


6]>(S4..7*) 


33 (31.4) 


> 

105 



Entire Staple 

Childhood 

Adolescence 

Development 
General 

Physical 
Development 
(Disorders, 
Disease) 

Physical 
Development 
(Other) 

Cognitive * 
^Development 

Soeiaemotiofial 
Development 

The Family A 

*The Broader^ 

Environment, 

Intervention . 
Programs and 
Services 

Education 

Health * 



15 (11.2 ) 



^4£9 



(76.5) 



13 (17.1 ) 



11 (27.5 ) 



117 (88.6 ) 



63 (82.9 ) 413- t (84.5) 




5 C«- 



9 ( 5.9 ) 
6 (4.5*) 




143 (94.1 ) 108 JM:5)' 



(84.6 X?r 97 t 88 - 2 ) 



561 





26 



12Z^(.95.4 10 ( 7.0) 



260 

-110^"" 
143 1 



Unless otherwise noted, percentages are'based.on the total number of articles 
-ing to tha£ category. Percentages followed by an asterisk are based^on only the 
nujuber of "appli;c.«*ble articles relating to that' category . * 
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Table 37 



Kow Individual Was Selected: 



/ 



as Sample Characteristic in 1974 Journal Articles> * 
by Selected Categories of Age and Content Area 



Category 



Specified 
I % 



Inferred 



Not 
Specified 

? % K 



Hot 
Applicable 
# % 



Total 
Number 
of. Articles 



Entire Sample 

Childhood 

Adolescence 

Development 
r0 General 

Physical 
_ Development 
(Disorders, 
Disease) 

Physical 

Development 
(Other) 

Cognitive * 
Development > 

Sooioemotional 
Development 

Th^ Family 

The Broader 
Epyir oilmen t 



^ 610 (45.1) 

1 356 (44.7) -* 

I 

; 390 (45.3) 

531 (45.4) 



124 .(74.3) 

56 (53.3) 

207 (36.9) 

218 (44.6) 
34 (48.6) 



743 (54.9) 
440 (55.3) 
,471 (54.7) 

639 (54.6) 

'43.(25.7) 

49 (46.7) 

354 (63.1) 

271 (55.4) 
36 (51.4) 



\ 



T- 




Intervention 
"Programs and 
--Services 

^^Education 

, Health 




10 (38.5) 



141 (54.2) 




1353- 
796 
861 



1170 



167 

105 

561 

489-" 
70 - 

26 

?) 

143 



Note. Unless 



irwise noted, percentages are, based on the tor&l number 
relating to that category^ TBrt^^a^^s^foUowe'd by an asterisk are bk^ed on 
number o£- "applicable - articles relating to that category* 



of articles 
only the 
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Number in Sample (Table 3) 

The numbe,r of children or adolesc/ehts in the sample is reported, in 
almost every one of the articles examined (98,9%), so that differences between 
areas are negligible. 
Sex 'of Sample (Table 4) / ; ? I 

The sex of the children in the -sample is indicated in 68.3% of the 
articles, and some differences between areas of research are apparent. 
The highest incidence of reporting is found in articles relating to socio- 
emotional development, presumably reflecting ^n awareness of. the importance * 
of sex differences in factors such as motivation, personality and attitudes. 
Indeed, it is likely, that a _ substantial portion of these studies concern 
direct investigation of the development of sfex differences. Information 
about the sex of the sample is readily available as well in studies relating, 
to the family, environmental influences, and cognitive development. Relevant 



information is less often provided in research on physical development (61.9%) 
and diseases (52.7%), health care services (48. 3£) and sti^pr i singly , educa- 
tion (48.8%), It should be noted that the 'sex of the sampled can be 
inferred (e.g.,' a random sample is used, where .the pool has no sex bias, or 
a mixture of boys and girts is indicated^ although the exact number o£ x each . 
is not given) in only an additional 4.6% of the studies. Across content ^iureas, 
the percentages of projects in which the sex of the sample can be inferred 
rart£e from about- '3% to, 8%, and do not appreciably alter the pattern described 
above. * 

A ge (Tab le 5) , * 

Age. is another .characteristic which can be scored as specified or inferred 



• ■ • / 

If we look at t\\e percentage of studies in. which age is either specified or 

/ * «• • 

inferred we find that the total (61. fe^) is almost identical to the 61% 

/ , 4 " " *, * 

reported in White and Duker (1973) for the earlier journal years, 1964 to 1970* 



/ 1 
/ t * 

A striking differei 



Lking difference can be seen f between practices of reporting age in* 
studkes on children and studies on adolescents. Only '16.1% of the studies 



relating to childhood fail \o include any information on the age of the sub- 

" « * 

jects, while slightly more*than half k of the studies On adolescence do so. 

Studies relating to physical development and disease (52,1%) and to 

/ #* 

health care services (57,2%) most often provide information about the ages 
targeted by the research. In contrast, studies on sociokmotional development 
(18,6%) and educational issues (17,32) are least likely t£> specify the ages 
of the children and youth involved, 

/ 

Grade (Table 6) 

Similar to age, grade can be inferred as well as specified, *Note also 
that in 2 7%^oT""the ^studies grade level, is not applicable, and that the per- 
centages discussed here pert£±iv-Qnly to 5 thd" portion of studies in which grade 
is an applicable" characteristic. 

Different patterns of reporting emerge in early childhood and adolescence 
research. In childhood research, taost o£ the articles thafreport information 
about grade specify the exact grade levels (49.2%). In contrast, in adoles- 
cence research more articles are scored as inferred (45.3%) than as specified 
(36._2%*), ref lecting^a^^Trdoiicy among these investigators to use general 
descriptions such as elementary scK^roJ^, high school, etc., <rather than a 
^description c!t eacH of tho' grades involved. 

Most noteworthy, perhaps, are the high perceittnges ' shown for information^ 
(specified and inferred combined) about grade in the areas of socioemotional 
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development and education — the two areas in which information about age is 
most lacking. The use of grades instead of ages in describing r the devel- 
opmental-level of the sample is not^ surprising in educational research; it 
is more difficult to discern the reason for this tendency in research on 
socioemot ional development., j - 

Grade N lfevels ,&re rarely Mentioned in studies on physical disease and 

i * 

health services, areas in which the more expedient descriptor of age is fre- 
quently reported. „ . 



Time of Data Gathering (Table 7) 

In most articles (83.1%) no information is provided which allows the 
reader to ^determine when (e.g.,, what year) the data were actually collected. 
While the publication of many articles follows the data collection by one 
to three years, this assumption cannot be made across the board. Further- 
more, this is one case where the additional information about the sample - 
costs the investigator almost nothing in terms of tim^effort and kxpense. f 
Informatkon about the tine of data collection is most available \n articles 
on environmental influences (46.2%), the family (34.3%), and in physical 
disease (specif ied in 20.4% of the articles, inferred in*15%). Other areas 

•c 

where information about the time of data collection might be of considerable 
importance are socioemotional development and education. Most articles 
relating to these areas fail to provide any relevant information, however. 



R ace, EthnfcitV and Language Dialect (Tables 8, 1,-and 10) 

Race (i.ei, white, black, red, Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Hawaiian, 
Korean, or Eskimo) is specified in 25.1% of the applicable projects.^ (There 



ft 
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/ 

are 154 studies which describe research conducted outside bf the/USA, and 



/ 

vThe jcace j ?f ^the sample is described more X)ft^n in studie^-bn children (33. 27.) 



\ 



/which are,, thus i^ot applicable.) 

A 

f \the 

than in studies dn adolescents- (19.5%). Few differences are/evidenced across 
areas of research^ with the exception that race is specif/ed in a substan- 
tially greater number of studies on the family (42^J%) y£nd environmental/ ^ 
societal 'influences (45.4%). Least informative in terms of the racial back- 
ground of the sample aire studies on physical dise^s^jf (17.6%) and health 
services (14.1%). " / — J 

Information about ethnicity (e.g., Puerto ^iccn, Mexican-American) is 

- ' ' ' L / • • 

even more scarce than racial descriptors, whiqh is 1 not surprising given 

the small number of projects which involve ethnic groups not covered under 

> t * 

**■ * _i • • 

the above Iracial categories, and the greater difficulty in describing 

cultural backgrounds. About 5% of the journal 'articles describe the 



ethnicity of the sample. Looking at the amount of description by area, 
we flntf a->low of -2.0% for articles on physical disease, and £ high of 

-U 

121, 6^ -f or* a cCxcies bvi societal,- influences. 



Similarly, in only a small n#mber of articles (2*1%) is the linguistic 
background of the sample specified. This figure presumably reflects the 
preponderance^of fluent English- speaker s among the research samples. There 
is also the likelihood, however, that some Articles involve bilingual 
children, but fail to specify language dialects because the language issue' 
is not. considered to be central to the / research. Language dialect is 
specified in 9.1% of the studies on the broader environment^ ^5^8%^ of the 
f studies on the family, and 5.8% of the education-related studies, 4n con- 
trast, in only 2.2% of the sidles relating to cognitive development and 

1,0% of those relating to soc ioemotional development, are specific language 
* * - 

dialects mentioned. 

" ' '- 40 • , 
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Foreign Nations (Tables li, 12, 13, and 14 ) 

In 185 of the articles, the research described was conducted in another 
country. Surprisingly, in eight of these articles the name of the foreign 
country is not specified. Beyond the name of the country, details stfout the 
racial, ethnic, £d linguistic; background of the samples generally are not '** 
forthcoming. In only 6.8% of these research articles is the race of the v 
sample specified, in only 9.6% is the ethnici/ty specified, and in only 
12.4% is the language dialect specified. Tl^e^e* are few* differences across 

' a " * f " ' 

areas of ♦research, with the exception that 31.6% 'of the -19 articles relating 

*/ * • 

to , family research specify ethnicity, and 20% of the 60 articles on cogni- 
/ * 

tive development indicate the language dialects of the children. 



Nei &hbor^j ([Table L5 ) . 

In our surv^e^ for information on the neighborh<j>ods in 

which the children and adolesc^fe^Liye^ Even in terms of such minimal 
descriptors as urban, rural, suburban, ghetto, barrip, or reservation, there 
is little' discussion of the neighborhoods from which the samples come / 



These descriptors are used in only about 7% of the articles. Not surprisingly, 

* * * 

among the Various ^reas of research the highest percentage of reporting 

is found in the broader environments which includes the child's community. 

(Only 26 articles concern this area of researcb;" h6weyef ^The areas where 

this "kind of-4irformation xs^must lacking are physical disease and health 

services. % Only 3 of the 102 studies on disease,' and only 2 of the 141 

studies on health care mention the kind of neighborhoods from which their 

i 

samples are <|rawn. 
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Note that this figure isjiij^her than the 154 projects which were cited 
in the preceding section as non-ftppli cable because they involved research 
outside of the USA. Some of the 185 projects described in this section were 
^ppi icaW^ Jo^jrace, ethnicity, and language dialect, because they involved 
research within the USA as well as research "outside of (the USA. 
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Education, Occupation and Income- of Parents (Tables 16, 17, and 18) 

The levels of reporting ^re relatively low with respect to/ characterise 
tic's of \ the parents of the k children in samples, 

* : / 

Parents 1 education l£vel i« indicated in 4.4% of all the ^ar'ticl£s, ' 
ocpupation in 5.7%, .and income* in 3,^2 (cbmbined percentages of specified 

and inferred in each case}\ The level ot repotting appears to be sJLightly 

*s ' 

( » ^ A 

r * 

higher for research on children than research .on Udolescfents, Generally, ^ 
the pattern across research areas is the same for each of the^ three character- 
istics. Relevant information is provided in a very small percentage^of" "Arti- 
cles in each of the research areas* exc^ and the brpfcder envir- 
onment, where it is provided c more often* Parental education is specified or 
inferred in 25/7% of the articles on the family, and in 23,1% of the articles 
on the broader environment, while parental occupation similarly is described 

It " vt 

in 19.6% of the family research and'2^,9% of the research on the broader. * . 

environment. In other jwords,, the p^ent's eduicatignal and occupational ba'ck-, 

* • f »' 

ground is reported most often in studies which foeus directly on familial and 
societal influences, but is virtually ignored as a background factor in s.tudies 
not directly concerned' with ,thfese issues. The 'level of the family's inconte is' 
reported in only one of the 70 articles focusing oh family issues, but it is 
cited in 15*4% of the studies^ on t/he broader environment. Curiously, the 
patent's educational background is mentioned in only 3 o*f the 100 articles per- 
taining to educaTfiW~-CLf_ theJchild and adolescent'. 
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Social Class (Tables 19 through 23) 

In descriptions of the research Sample, social class is referred *to in 
about 22% of all of the articles, in 29% of the childhood research and in 17% 
of the adolescence research* Social Class is mentioned most infrequently in 

. • - 50 
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articles relating to physical disease and health, and inost frequently in 



studies on the family (48.6%), cognitive development (30. 3%) and the broader' 
environment (2£:9%). How the social class of the^saraple is determined is not 
clear in the majority of casfes, however. A particular social class scale is 
named in only 14.8% of the 296 articles in which. the social class of the 
sample "is cited. Furthermore , ( Census tract data, or. the parents 1 income, 

t : 

occupation/ or education, are specifically mentioned as the means of deter- 

\ 

mining social class in only about these articles. In fact, if we look 

• ' . ' \ ; / 

at Census tract da^a, regardless of whetherN^r not they are used to deter- 

mine social class, we find that they are drawn S ofr N in only seven of 'the 1353 , 

/ X 

studies. v f 

Standardised Test (Tables 25 throug h 32)' 

* In*48 articles, refereftce is m^de to a specif ^ standardized test jgi *• 
discussing the l/rger pool (usually a school or t school system) from which, the ' \ 
research sampl^was drawn. Only 20 of the articles, 'however, also include ^ 
,mean scores 01/ these standardized tests. In addition, 11 provide the standard 
deviation of /the scores, and 10 provide the range of the scores. 

\ 'A greater number of studies cite standardized tests in discussing the sani7 
pie itself (3^8 or T 29. 4% of the total). This* practdc§ is more yomm^ti in ado- 
lescence research (34.7%) than in childhood research (23.7%). As might be- 
expected,' educational research 'shows the highest proportion (50.0%) and 
studies on physical disease- 4%) and health (2.8%) the lowest: Almost 60% 
of the articles that name a standardized test with regard to the sample descrip- 



tion als© include mean scores, about 36% present the standard deviation of the 
scores, and about 16% present the range of the scores- • * 
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/ ' 
Select ioiv.of the Sample (Tables 33 thrpugh 37 ) 

The size of the total pool from which the sample is drawn is specified 

in 12.6% of the articles. The level/of reporting does not appear to differ 

he broader environment, education^ and the family, but relatively small 
( numbers of studies are involved ii\ thes6 areas. ) 



ch across the various areas of research. (Higher percentages show up in 



* when the sample is drawn from a school the investigators seldc 

• • \ 

how^the school itself was selected. In only 3.^.% of the 880 applic 



* When the sample is drawn from a schoql the investigators seldom explain 

\ 

Lcatfre, 

studie^is relevant information offered, Furthermore, in only^24^f the 201 
studies in which the classrooni is identified as a* sample unit is there some 
explanation of the process by vhich particular classrooms were selected. We 
fare slightly better when we look at non-school institutions or groups. 
ABdtrt !JJ^o£^he^W applicable articles~~contain ,som£ explicit information abput 
the^selection of the research pool. * * 

In reading the journal articles, it. is. much easier to find out sometffipg 



about the selection of the individual children. About 45% of all of the 
studies discuss criteria for the inclusion of the individuals in thb research, 
evcto ^though most of these fail to -explain now the schools or institutions were 
singled put^^The rates of reporting are almost identical for childhood- 
/research and adolescence research. The highest percentage (74.3%) is found 
in research on physical diskajse, which is understandable, and the lowest 
percentage (J6.9%) is in research relating to cognitive development. -In most 
of the ot{£er area£, about/ 45^ of the studies describe the selection process. 

') ' t . 
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Discu ssion * 

Ui ' < 

• / 

/ - ' , * 

i ' 

The sections that follow present overviews of reporting practices within 

<? 

/ 

the general area? of research into which the journal, articles were classi- 
fied. It should be kept in mind that these discussions primarily touch on 
cross-area comparisons of sample description. With regard to a particular ' 
sample characteristic, an area of research may be characterized by a hi,gh (or 
low) level of reporting relative to the other areas' of research examined 
in the^survey. This" finding would not necessarily indicate, however, that 

the level of reporting in this' area is high (or low) in" an absolute sense, 

' . / 

Research on Children and Adolescents / ■ t m 

The frequencies with which some of the sample characteristics are 
reported^iif f er across research on children and research on adolescents. 
Child-related studies more consistently describe the age, race, and social 
class of the individuals in the sample, and the school or schools 
from which th£ sample is drawn. Furthermore, information about the ethnicity 
avd neighborhood of the sample is included slightly more often in child- 
related studies than in adolescent-related studies. The specific grade 
levels of students aje more likely to be indicated in childhood research 
articles; studies on adolescents terfd to describe the grad£ 
levels of ^ their samples in terms of broad descriptors, su£h as^junior high 

/ . " .? ■ ■ :* . 

school, high school, and college, . / 

While for foany other descriptors t\il level of reporting is equivalent 
in both childhood and adolescence research,' adolescence studies offer mot e/ 

. ■ •/ 



j 

•-/•.■' ■ ■ • \ 
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information in only three of the categories examined: the sex of the 
sampley the time of data gathering, and scores on standardized tests 
Cfor total subject pool). 



The jiteveflopmfental Processes 



./ 



The survey of. reporting practices reveals few extremes in the areas 



of cognitive and soc.ioemotional development. With respect to most of the 
sample characteristics^ studies focusing on these areas specify information 
with frequencies which" are -close to the mean frequencies for all areas com-. % 
bined* A few exceptions are eyident, however. Studies relating to socio- 
emotional development are the most likely to report the sex and grade of 
\the sample/ although they are least likely to. report actual ages. Relative 

v\ ' ' * v ' ' 

t^s^theig^rea^ , socioemotional studies do not often indicate the, time of 
d^tasJfeathering or the language dialects of the sample. 

/ v 

lf\f\ormation about J.anguage dialect is also relatively hard to find in 
studies ^cognitive development, which gives one pause, in light of -the 
presumed importance of linguistic processes in intellectual development. 
Can it be assumed that the 11 studies in which language dialect is identified 

A\ 

are the only slqdies in .which bilingual children are included in the sample? 
To be fair, oniy\N(7 of the 561 studies on cognitive development focus on 
issues directly relating to language development, and it may be that in all 
of the other studies^^on-f luent English ^speakers were caref ylly excluded 
from the samples. ItN^uld be helpful to the reader, howev.er,i£ such ^ 
screening procedures were, explicitly described.. Actually, studies on cognitive 
development show the lowesfc\rate among all of the research areas of reporting 
the process by which individual subjects are^BeJ^cted for' the research. A 
heightened sensitivity to s ex ^md.. social 'class* diffet^nces is evident in 



■ * \ 
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cognitive studies on the other hand,^as these sample characteristics are 
frequently -reported. 

The pattern of reporting in studies on physical development contrasts 
with the general pattern shown for studies on the two other major -develop- 
mental^ processes. r ffie differences are especially pronoui>ced with regard to 
research on physical disease and disorders, which accounts for <a major por- 
tion of the studies on physical development. Unlike "s&cio^motional and ^ 
cognitive/studies, a relatively 'large percentage of the studies on^>h^sical 
disorders reports the age of^ the sample and the time of data collection, and — * 
describes the manner in whieh the individuaV'iV-^Tected . The last tendency 
is not surprising since in contrast to o'ther areas of research where ''normal" 
children are typically desired, in this line of Research children with specific 
disorders are usually sought, thereby iricre^sing the likelihood that the 
selection process* will be described or acknowledged. 

The 'Other sample characteristics are reported relatively infrequently. 
Research on physical .disorders ranks low in terms of reporting the sex -and 
race of the ^sample, and lowest of all of the areas in describing ethnicity, 
neighborhood and sqcial class. In the overlapping area of health services, 
reporting practices are similar. 



The Family and the Broader Soc ial Environment* 

As investigators fryrn the focus of their research from a discrete 
developmental proems to development within the context of the family or 
some aspect oJPche community or broader social environment, they tend to 
report more information „ about the characteristics of their ' samples . At - 
loaxt three reasons for this tendency seen likely. First, the characteristics, 
such as race and social class, mary actually be among the key variables under 
investigation. Second, the pervasive influence of multiple biological, 



9 
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^psychological, and sociological factors seems to be - actaiwledged more 
explicitly in rtesearch paradigms tin this area, than in.J$ose" ittfche^§irea of 



ba^ic developm en^aLprocesses . Fj^all y, it simply may be eas^ef'to collect 
certain kinds of ^ackground inform^j^T F^HUis^^rKe^'aeterniining th£ 
level of parentjj^^ucation or Jjxfom\ represents Mttle-^a^ltional 



t o^ th^invest igjLto-P^fparent^ interviews already are scheduled as part 

' 77 . " ■ , • ' ~ k \ , ' 

the researcfr^roc"6"drire^ 

ir the reasons, studi 

similar to stud±es~^rela^irvg fro the broader environment in that they rank 

_■«■« **** s • 



Whatever 



ies classified as relating to the ^family are 



high in reporting the time of data gathering* parental occupation, and the 



\ 



sex, race, language dialedt, atad social class of the sample. While the 
highest rate of reporting parental education is found in family research, 
parental income is indicated i^elatiyely infrequently, Other sample char- 
acteristics which are reported relatively frequently in research on the 
broader environment ark ethnicity, \neighborhood, and in contrast to family 
research, parental income. 



Education 

Some of the findings pertaining to dducational research ate to be 
expected. These studies show the highest Vrate of reporting grade levels 
and standardized test scores, and the highest rate okjc^esc gibing schools. 
With regard to most other sample, characteristics, however, the reporting 
practices in educational studies are^average : and, surprisingly , they are 
below average with regard to three characteristics: se\c, parents' education, 
and time of data gathering. 
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Conclusions 



£ir~suramary, number of^the^hfldren in the sample is specified in 
almost all of the studies, the, sex of the children in the sample is specified 



ffloce^fte n_ t han ' and the a S e of the children is indicated in about one 
thiTtTof the articles, a$ is the grade^Xd'vel. R^e^«d^6cialTciass are 
reported in about one -fifth of the articles, whereas the time of data gather- 
ing:' is documented in only about a tenth of^the studies. Other characteris- 
tics, such as ethnicity ,^Jjinguage dialect, neighborhood, school, and parental* 



income r -ectropation and education are rarely described . 

The^extent to which an investigator describes a research sample depends 
in part on the investigator's perception of the need for those additional data. 
Our survey ^ indicates that this perceived need is greater when the problems 
of comparability and geiieralizability must be confronted within the investi- 
gator's own study. When a sample i£ drawn from more than one school or 
institution, the investigator is more likely to describe character is- 
tics of the subjects and the institutions, in order to justify the inclusion 
.of these- subjects in the same study. Comparison of studies involving 
samples drawn from one institution (708 articles) with studies. involving 
samples drawn from two of more institutions (446 a^tieies) shows that all but three 
characteristics (mjraSer,, time of data gathering, and how' individual was 
selected) aj^spccif ied in a higher percentage of multiple-institution articles. 

~~Tnrctices for reporting characteristics of samples do vary across 
the particular areas intd which we classified the journal articles. Such 
differences are to be expected, of course. Judgments about the relevance and 
necessity of repop^irg^particular ^san^^ ate guided by prior 

theoretical and empirical work, and arguments can be made for the inclusion 



of certain inf ormatipjp. about, the sample in one area of research, but not 
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in another. For instance, it may be that knowledge of the mean income 

levels of the parents of children in the sample facilitates an interpretation 

of findings relating^to some aspect of social developmei^^^fe^t^adds little — 

to the, interpretation of a study on physical disease. Unf ortunatelyv the 

theoretical under pinningsof research inquiries are^ not always comprehensive 

^ 

enough to allow clear a priori decisions about which sample characteristics 
\o describe and which to ignore. Furthermore, decisions not to report 
information often are based siT»ply on economy, or wh§n fun^ and time are 

not obstacles, simply on precedents in the literature in that area. * 

\ 

While the breakdown of the survey data by areas of researchjio^s notf 
necessarily identify gaps or deficiencies in reporting practices, by revealing 
differences it at least serves as a stimulus and guide for further considera- 
tion of specific practices withih^-particulajr iireas of research. 



/ 

7 
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\ List of Journals Surveyed 

American Educational Research Journal 
American Journal of Diseases of Children 
American Journal of Mental Deficiency 
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry 
American Sociological Review 
Child Development 

Developmental Medicine //nd Child Neurology 

Developmental Psychology 1 
f 

Educational and Psychological Measurement 
Journal^of Child Psychology and Psychiatry 
Journal' of Educational Psychology 
Journal of Experimental Child Psychology 
Journal of Home Economics Research \ v 
The Journal ftf Genetic Psychology 
Journal of Pediatrics 

- ~~ 1 — -w ' 

Journal of Personality 

Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 

The Journal of Social Psychology 

Journal of Youth and Adolescence 

Merrill-Palmer Quarterly 

Monograp h s of the Society, for Research on 
Child Development 

Pediatrics \ 

Psycholo g ical Bu lle tin V 

Journal of Marriage and .the Family 
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APPENDIX B 



Instructions for Scoring Information 
in the Journal Articles 
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Instructions for Scoring Information in the Journal Articles 

r 

1. Number in sample can eittier be specified ox not specified (i.e., it can - 
never be inferred or not applicable). Number is specified only if the 

~ exact number of subjects in the study is given; if no number is given, 
^ number in sample is not specified. 

* « * - i 

2. Sex can be either specified, inferred, a not specified or not applicable^. 
Sex is only specified when the exact number of each sex is given; 

sex is inferred with a random' sample, where the pool has no sex bias, 

t 

or if an exact number of each sex isr not given (but it is given that 
e.g., both boys and girls constitute the sample). S<ex is not specified 
if subjects come from a biased populati oirf: Lf no mention ^.s made of 
sex, or if it is 'not a random sample. S ex i s not applicable for pre- 

y ■ 



natal studies. 



3. * Age can be either specified, inferred or not specified (i.e., it can 
never be not applicable). Age is specified giyen: 1) the exact number 
of subjects in each year (or for subjects under 2 years, the number of 
subjects in each age level, in months); Tj the mean and range of subjects? 
ages; 3) mean and standard deviation of subjects 1 ages. Age is inferred 
if a range of ages is given (with no indicators of central pendency) if 
a range of ages is given without .specifying the exact numbei of subjects 
of each age) or if a mean age is given. Age is not specified if 
subjects 1 ages are not given. 

* 1 V * 

k% Grade can' be either specified, inferred, not specified, or not, applicable. 
Grade is specified if each grade level in -the study is given. Grade 
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is inferred given descriptors of the school sample (e.g., preschool,' 
high school, university, etc.). Grade is not specified if subjects' grades 
# are not given. Grade is not applicablB~~for studies of infants or toddlers 

5. Time of data -gathering can be either specified, inferred, or not speci- 
fied (i.e., it can never be not applicable). Time is specified if the 
exact year of research is given. Time of data gathering is inferred if 
an adequate description is given (e.g., mid-fifties) . Time is not 

specified if no information on time is given. 

* * — 

6. Race can be either specified, not specified, or not applicable (i.e., it. 

can never be inferred) . Race is specified given* one of the .races listed 
in the census tract data (i.e., whi te/bl^ck/red/Japanese/Chinese/Fill- 
pino/Hav/aaian/Korean/Eskimo) . If none o{ the above is given, race is not 
specified. R.ace is not applicable for research conducted outside of the 
■ USA. 

Ethnicity can either be specified, not specified, or not, applicable (i.e., 
^it can never be inferred). Ethnicity is specified given a reference to 
a cultural group (e.g., Puerto Rican, Mexican-American, etc.). If no 
reference tb a cultural group is made, ethnicity is not specified. Eth-* 
nicity is not applicable for research conducted outside of the USA. 

8- Language dialect 'can be either specified, not specified of not applicable 
(i«e., it tan never be inferred). Language dialect" is specified if 
exact language is given; if no language is, g£ven, language dialect is 
not specified. Langun&e_jdialect is not applicable for research cou- 
'ducted outsi^l\of the USA. • , • ' x • t ' * 

'9a. Fqrcj' &n n ation can be either specified, not specified, or net applicable - 
(i.e.,. It can never be K infer r^d)\ 'Foreign, nation is specified if giVen. 
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the name of the country where the research was conducted , If the 
research was conducted in a fc ^ej Lgn nation, but the country is not 
named /' foreign nation is not specified. Foreign nation is not applicable 
if the research was conducted in^fche USA, 

9b. Race ^in foreign nation can be either specified, not specified, or not 
applicable (i.e., it can never be inferred). Race is specified if one 
of those previously mentioned is given; if not given, race is not specified 
*Raee is not applicable if the research is y conducted in the USA, 

9c. P3thni city in foreign nation can be either specified, not specified or 

not applicable (i.e., it can never be inferred). Ethnicity is specified 
if the cultural group is explicitly stated (or for' research on kibbutzims); 
if no reference to a cultural, group is given, ethnicity is not specified, 
^pthnicity is not applicable fox research conducted" in the US£. 

9d , Language dialect in foreign nation can be either s'pecified, not specified, 
or hot applicable (i.e., it can never be inferred). Language dialect 
is specified if the specific; language spoken by subjects is given. 
Language dialect is not specified if the research is conducted in a, 
foreign nation biK the language spoken is not given. Language dialect 
is not applicable for research condfcctecl in the USA, 

NQighborhood can be either specified or' not specified (i*,e., it can 
never be either inferred or not applicable),' Neighborhood is specified 
given that subjects come from one of, the following areas: urban ^ # rural # 
suburban, ghetto, barrio, or reservation, 'if no information's given, 
neighborhood is not specified; , neighborhood is also not specified if any 

other description is given (e .g„ , ' poor , middle-class, etc.) as these are ^ 

* » * . 

subsumed by other' categories, ^ . 



. 64 



- 63 




\ 



11. Parental Income can be either specif l^i^inf erred, or notsJ>ecif ied 
(i.e., it can l never be not applicable). Family income. ;is specified if 

the parents- 1 income is specified in dollars. Family incomeJis Ifog^rred from 
descriptors such as "poor," "middle incoiqe,"' "affluent," eT^. If no 
& description is given, ^family income is not specified. 

\ 

12. Parental occupation can be either specified, inferred, or not ^specified 
(i.e., it can never be n'ot applicable). In ordet to be specified', the 
parent's specific occupation must.be given. Parental * occupation may be 
inferred from descriptors such as Vprof essional," "blue collar," \ 

r „ \ ' * * ' . 

"executive," etc. If no information or description is t given, parental s 
occupation is not 'specified. r 

13. Parental education ' can be either specified, inferred, or' not specified, 
(i.e., it can never be not applicable). Parental education is specified N 

• ' if the parents 1 exact level of educational, at tainment is given. If 

descriptors of parental education are given (e.g., "high level of educa- 
tional attainment") , 'parental education is inferred. If no information or 
description is giv^n, patent;al education is not specified. 



14a. Social class , is either specified or not specified (i.e., it can, never be 

Either inferred or* not applicable). Social class is specified if\.£ is sta 
that the subjects come from a lower, middle, upper social economic status 
1 (oif some combination thereof*) . If no reference is giveA, social class 
•is not specified. ' 

Social class scale can be either specif ied , /not spdcilried or not appli- 
cable, (i.e., it can never be inferred). It is specified if the name 
of a k specific scale for deriving sdcioeconomic status i§l given; if no - 
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scale is mentioned, social class scale is not specified. Social class 

\ x 
scale' is not applicable if socia^ class/SES, is not speeifieji. 



14c. Income, occupation, education, census tract data can be either specified, 
not *specif ied, or not applicable (i.,e.,'they can never be inferred)*". 
In order to be specified, one of these must b^ specified as the source 
if &ES ^determination. If none, of the above is given as the source of 
SES^titg^ are not specified- If social class/SES is not specified, 
this category^is- not applicable. - v*-- 



14d > - Other 1 can be either specified, not specified, or not applicable (i.e., 



§otl 

it can never be inferred). If Some source other than Social Class 

£cale, Income, Occupation, Education-, Census Tract Data is specified and 

) 

used >q derive SES, "other" is specified.^ Xf no other source, is given, 
S V - • s . 

other is notVspecif ied . If Social tllass/SES- is not specified, this 

• • :0 v \ • 

category^is not applicable. 

X5^ . Cens us tract data can either be specified or not sp^e^ied (i.e., it 
^^n-^ovcr Ije inferred or not applicable). If any census tract data is * 
usednro r -^^cr^^-the sample,^ this category is specified; otherwise, it 
is not spot if it 

16. Scho ol can either be. specif iedT^^noT^peciXiGd , ' or not applicable 

(i.e.*, it can never be .inferred) . ^T-h^s category is§p^ified if any 

* description of the school is g^ven ^e.g., location, student composition, 
IQ^of students, census tract data, etc.). If ri$ description is gfiven, r 
school • is not specified. If the sample does not come from a school' 
'l^pulation, this category is not applicable. 

V a « Standardized test (for t otal s ubjec t pool) is. either specified or not 

*\ 

specified (i.e.; it can nbver be inferred or not applicable). If a. \ 
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specifT&^test is named and ' uSScf' in order to describe the total pool^ 
standardized test is specified. If no group test is mentioned or if the' 
specific name of the test is not given, it is not~specif ied. , 

; OP- - 

17b. Mean standardized test scores (foigrtotal s&bject pool) can ^eifeher-h^ 
specified, not specified, or not applicable (i.e., it can never be 
inferred) . This categfo^ is specified if the mean of the standardized 
test is given: if the mean is not given, this constitutes no,t 
, specified. If the standardized tefet is not specified, the mean is not 
applicable. * k 

Ra nge of standardised test scores (for total subject pool) can be either 
specified, not specified, or not applicable (i.e., it can tmrv^t.^d.e 
inferred). In order to be specified, the range*of scores for 
standardized test must be given; if no range is given, this item is 
not specified, If tfie? 'standardized t fTest is not specif ied , thi§ item 

is not applicable, ' / # / 

/ 

/ 

Standard deviat fon of standardized test scores (for total su b ject pool ) 
can either be specified, not ^s^ecif ied or not appJicable (i.e., it 
can never be inferred). This^j^em is /specified only when the standard 
deviatrtm^of the standardized test is given; if the standard devia- 
tion is not giytn, this item is not specified. If the sta«dardk 

test is not specified, this item is /not applicable, 

* / 




18a. 



Standardi zed test (for s a mple ) eithqr specified or not specified 
(i.e., it can never be inferred ol not} applicable). The standardized test 
is specified if a named Lest is /giveW to the sample (either for purposes 
of description orMselection) . If ny reference to a test is m^de or if 
the specific name of the test is not given, this category is not specified. 

/ 
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18b. Mean standardized test scores, (for sample ) can be either specified, 

not specified, or not applicable (i.e., it can never \be inferred). 

<& ' \ 

\ \ . 

If>the mean of the standardized t f est is given, this item is specified; * 
if no mean is given, this item is not specified. If t^ie standard- 
iz^ed^t^at is not specified, this item- is not applicable 




Ranger of gtaCtdaxdized test scores (for sample) can be either specified, 
not specified, or not applicable (l*e* > it can never be inferred). In 
'o^der to be specified, the range of scores for the standardized test 
must be given; if no range is given, this "item is not specified. If 
the standardized tost is not specified, this item is not applicable. 

18d. Standard deviation of standardized test scores (for sample) can be 

either specified, not specified or not applicable (i.e., it can never 

i 

be inferred). This item is specified only when the standard deviation* 
of the standardized test is given; if the standard deviation is not 
given* this. item is not .specified. -If the standardized test is not 
specified, this item is not- applicable. ' • 



19. Size of total pooi is either specified or ndt specified (i.e., it can 

■ • » ' - . \- . , \ • 

never* be^elther inferred or \not applicable). In order to be speci- 

fied, 4 the exact number of the, total pool must be given, or one. must 
t ' 

be able to compute this number. If this is not possible, this item 

* • & - 

is *not specified. X * - , ! 

20. How school was selected cait l>e either specified, not specified or not 
applicable (I.e., it can never be inferred-) ^ If\reasons are given 

v why/how a particular sctiool was chosen, this item isvspecif ied, If 
subjects werQ drawn from a school, but no reason is giv^i^why that . 
particular~sShooL.j7as chosen, this item is not specified,'. *f subjects 



are derived from a non-schtsol population," this item is not applicable.. 
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How class was selected can be either specified, not specified or not 
applicable (i.e., it can never be inferred) ♦ If reasons are given for 
the choice'of the particular clashes used in the study (e.g., 100%. 
^sampling of 5th grade classes, random sample, classes assigned by 
principal*, etc,)> this item is specified. If no such reasons are 
.stated, but the sample unit JLs the classroom, this item is not specified. 
If the sample unit is* not the classrgpni, or if the sample is derived 
"from a non-school population, this item is not' applicable. 
* 

How ^niOQ-school population was selected can either be specified, not 

specified, or not applicable (i.e., it can never be inferred). In 

order to be specified, some r^pstm must be given as to how that popula- 
» , 

tiqn was selected; if .no % 'such information is given and the population 
» *" 

"is drawn from some source oth^^than the school, this item is not 
specified. If the sample is defived from a schpol population, this item 
is not applicable. - 

How iridivicfeaX child was selected can be either specified or -not 
specified, (i.e., it rarr^myrf^h^ nnt- ap plicabl e ^or_inf erred) . In order- 
to be specified, some criteria must be given as to hov; tyfie particular child 
ended up in the sample; if such inforriiation is not given, this item is 
not specified. * • " c ' 
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This is a 'summary, report of a survey of sample descriptions in 
24 fesearch journals . The survey covev^^J^oi^he articles pub- ^ 
lished in the 1974 volumes of these journals, which met the criteria 
of having a research sample and dealing with children and youth 
between the pre-natal period and 24 years of age. A total of 1,353 
articles qualified. 

Method 

Each of the articles was classified by age category (childhood 
or adolescence) and by selected are^s of research whicli fall within 
the focus of the study: Xl}^ptiysical d evelopment (disorders, disease); 
(2) physical development^ (other) ; (3) cognitive development; (4) socio- 
emotional envelopment; (5) the family; (6) the broader environment;. 
(7) intervention programs and services; (8) education; (9) health. 
"" ^ These categories are not mutually exclusive; an article may be classi- 
fied as relating both to childhood and adolescence^and several focal 
areas. 

In addition to being classified according to content area, each ~" 
artjlcle was Scrutinized for information pertaining to the 35 sample 
characteristics listed in Table* 1. _.A 4-point nominal scale was used to 
indicate whether information about each of tfie~ 35 characteristics was 
(1) specified, (2) inferred ,^(3} non-specified, or (4) non-applicable. 

* ' Results 

Table 1 presents the percentages of journal articles in which each 
of the sample -characteristics is specified, inferred, non-specified, 
and non-applicable. A breakdown of the data .according to cont ent areas 
is presented in the tables within the complete report of the survey, 
and does J^t appear in this summary version. These data are briefly 
described and analyzed, however, in the t^xt that follows. 

Number j.n Sample - - ' 

The nujnber of 'children or adolescents in the sample is reported 
in almost every one of the articles examine^ (99.9%), so that differences 
between areas are negligible* *- 



Table 1 

Number and Percentage of Articles in Which Sample Characteristics 
are Specified, Inferred, Not Specified, and Not Applicable 

/ • 



c 



Sample 










Hot • 


Not 


Characteristic 


Specified 


Inferred 


Specified 


Applicable 




Tf 


X 


V 




it- Z 


1 % 


Number 




198.9} 






"15 ( 1.1) 




Sex 


924 


(68.3) 


C 4.6) 


366 .(27.1) 


i ( .i) 


Age 


494 


(36.5) 


340 


roc i \ 

(25.1) 


519 (3%^ 




Grade 


383 


(38.7 ) 


403 


(40.7 ) 


203* (20.5*) 


364 (26.9) 

♦ 


Time of Data Gathering 


188 


(13.9) 


41 


(. 3.0) 


1124 (83*1) 


ft 


Race 


301 


(25.1 ) 






898 (.74.9*) 


■ 154 (11.4) 


Ethnicity t 


62 


( 5.1 ) 




.- 


1137 (94. 8*) 


" 154 (11.4) 


Language Dialect 


25 


( 2.1 ) 






1173 (97.9*) 


154 (11.4) 


Foreign Nation 


177 


(95.6*) 






8 ( 4.3*)^ 


1168 (86.3) 


- 

Race 


12 


( 6.5*; 






M'K (Q^ 5*T 


1168 (86.3) 


Ethnicity 


17 


( 9.2*) 






168 (90.8*) 


1168 (86.3)* 


Language Dialect 


22 


(11.9*) 






163 (88.1*) 


1168 (86.3) 


Neighborhood 


99 


( 7.3) 






1254 (92*. 7) 




Parental Income 


24 


(1.8) 


27 


( 2.0) 


1302' (96.2) 




Parental Occupation 


46 


( 3.4) 


31 


( 20) 


1276 (94.3) . 




Parental Education 


55 


( 4.1) 


4 


( .3) 


1294 (95.6) 





Indicates adjusted percentage; the denominator used to compute this 
percentage is the number of articles for which this sample characteristic* 
is applicable? . 



Table 1 (Continued) 
Number and Percentage of Articles in Which Sample Characteristics 
are Specified > Inferred', Not Specified, and Not Applicable 



Sample 

Characteristic 



X 



Specified 



Inferred 



Not 
Specified 



% 



Not 
Applicable 

// % 



Social Class 

Social' Class Scale 

. Incorrfe, Occupation, 
Education, Census 
Tract Data 

Other Supporting Data 
Census Tract Data 
School 

Standardized Test 
(Total Pool") 

Mean 

Range of Scores 
Standard Deviation"- — 
Standardized Test (Sample) 
Mean 
Rang.e 

Standard l)eviatiott~ 
*-»*■* 

Size ofJTotal Pool ^ 

How School Was Selected 

How* Class Was Selected 

How Non-School^Qpulation 
Was Selected^ . 

How Intftvidual Was 
v Selected 



296 (21.9) 
44 (14-8*) 



59 (19-9 ) 

< 

11 ( 3.7*) 




144 (36.1 ) 
171 \12.6) 
27 ( '3.1 ) 
24 111.9 ) 

66 (12.9*) 
610 (45". 1) 



1057 (78.1) 
252 (85.1*) 1057 (78.1) 



- 237 (80.1*)" 1057 (78.1) 

285 ^96.3 ) 1057 (78.1) 

13^(99.5) 

773 (86.9 ) (,34.3)- 



1305 (96.5) 
28 (581.3*) 
38 (79.1*) 



1305 (96.5) 
1305 (96.5) 



37 (77.1 ) 1305 (96.5) 



955 (70.6) 

171 (42.9*) 

. 335 (84.1*) 

254 (63.8*) 

1182 (87.3) 

853 (96 .'9*) 
177 (88.0*) 

444 (87.0*) 

'^3 (54.9) 



955 (70.6) 
955 (70.6) 
955 (70.6). 

473 (35.0) 
1152' (85.1) 

843 (62.3) 



X In^tc^es^>^4istecl percentage; the denominator used to compute this per^ 
centage is ,,t)re^numberoT~ar t i Teles for which, this sample characteristic is 
, a pplicable . 



Sex of Sample / 

^he sex of the children in the sample is indicated in 68,3% of the 
articles^^nd some differences between areas of research are apparent. 
The highest incidence of reportjhag is found in articles relating to 
socioemotional development, presumably reflecting an awarejiess of the ^ 
importance of sex ^ifferences in factors such ^as motivation, personality 



and attitudes. Information about, the sex of the sample is readily avail 
able as well in studies relating to the. family, environmental influences 
and cognitive development. Relevant information is less often provided 

res earch qn^jphysicall development (61.9%) and diseases (52.7%), health 
„care services (48.3%) and surprisingly, education (48.8%). 1 

Age 

Age is reported in 36.5% of the articles. There is a striking dif- 
feVeuce between practices of reporting age in studies on children and , 
studies on adolescents. Only 16.1% of the studies relating to\ childhood 
to include any information on the age -of the subjects, while 

lescence do so. 



slightly more than half of the^^.sJLUdifi^^^^adoles 

Studies relating ,to physical development and disease, and to health 
care services most often provide information about the ages targeteiri^ 
by the research. In contrast, studies on socioemotional development 
and* educational issues are least likely to specify the ages of the chil- 
dren and youth involved. 

Grade 

*• 

Similar to age, grade is reported in a little more\han a third 
of the studies. Most noCeworthy, perhaps, are the high percentages 
shown 3for information about grade "in the areas of socioemotional devel- 
opment and education— ^the two areas in which information about age 
is most lacking. ^ 



Grade levels are rarely mention^^n-^iLudies .on^hysical disease 
and health services, areas in which the more expedient descriptor of 
age is frequently reported. ^ 

Time of Data Gathering * 

In most , articles (83.1%) no information ijs provided »whicn allows 
the reader to' determine when (e.g., what year) the data were actually 



collected. Information about the time of data' collection is most 
available in articles on environmental influences (46.2%), the family 
(^4.3%), and physical disease (specif ied in "20.4%, inferred in 15%), 

^ fc* ce * Ethnicity arrd Language Dialect 

Race (i.e., white, black, red, Japanese, Chinese, Filipino, Hawaiian, 
Korean, or Eskimo) is specified in 25,1% of the applicable projects. The 
race <of the sample is described more often iri^studies on children (33.2%) X 
than in studies on adolescents (19* 57.). Few differences are evidenced 
across areas of research, with the exception that race is specified in a 
substantially greater number of studies on tlf<T family (42.3%) and environ- 
mental/Societal influences (45.4%). Least informative in terms of the 
facial background of the sample are studies on physical disease (17.6%) and 
health services (14.1%). r ^ / 

Information about ethnicity (5.1%) is even more scarce than racial 
descriptors, whiqh is not surprising given the small number of projects 
which invoive^.ejtEn"ic l^oups ( e .g*, Puerto Rican, Mexican-American) not 
covtred under the above racial categories, aricTthe greater difficulty in 
describing cultural background. 

Similarly," in only a small number of articles (2.1%) is the linguistic 
background of the sample specified. / 

Foreign Nations 

In 185 of the articles, the research described was conducted in 
another country. In eight of these articles the name of the. foreign 
countr^J.s not even specified. Beyond the name of the country, details 
about the\racial, ethnic, and linguistic background of the sample's 
generally_are not forthcoming. 

Neighborhood 

m Even in terms of such .minimal descriptors as u?ban, rural, suburban, * 
ghetto, barrio, or reservation, there is little discussion of the neigh- 
borhoods f roj| which the samples coiji^ These descriptors are used in , 3 
only about 7% of the articles. Not surprisingly, among. the various areas 
of research the highdst percentage of reporting is found in the broader 
environment, wh^ch includes the child's community ♦ The areas where this 
kind of information is m*^t lacking are physi cal disease and health services 

76 ^ 
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Education, Occupation And Income of Parents ■»' 

— / 

The levels of reporting are relatively low with' respect tQ charac- 

terisfics of the parents of the children in samples, 

Parents T education level is indicated in 4.4& of all the articles. 

occupation in 5.7%, and income in 3.8% (combined percentages of speci- 

fied and ^inferred in each case). TheJ.level of reporting appears ta.be 

slightly higher fpr research on children than research on adolescents. 

Generally, the pattern across research area£ 'is the §&ite for each of the 

three characteristics. Relevant information is provided in a very small 

percentage of articles in each of the research areas except for the family 

and the broader environment, where it is provided more often. The parentis 

educational and occupational background'^ reported, in about one-fifth to 

one-fourth of the studies which focus directly 'on familia^Taifd societal 

influences. The level o'f , the famij-y's income is reported in, only one of 

the 70 articles -focusingon family issues, but it is cited in 15.4% of 

the studies on the broader environment.- v . ^ 



In descriptions of the research sample, social class is referred, to 
in about 22% of all of the articles, in 29% of the childhood research and 
in 17% of the adolescence research. Social class is mentioned most infre- 



quently in articles relating to physical disease stnd health, and most 
frequently ip. studies on the faiuily t (48. , cognitive development (30#3%), 
and the broader e&ironment (26.9%)* How the social class of the sample is 
determined is not clear in the majority of cases, however. For instance, 
a particular sociai-dass scale is nam'ed in only 14.8% of the 296 articles 
in which the social class of the sample is cited. Furthermore, If we look 
at Census tr ^ ct data, regardless of. whether dr not they are used to determine 
social class, we find that they are drawn on in only seven of the 1,353 

_ — r 

studies. 

Standardized Test \ 4 ™ 

About 30% of thd studies cite standardized testk in^discussin'g 
the sample. This practice is more common in adolescence\research (34.7%) 
than in childhood research (23.7%). As might l^e expected ,\ducitional 
research shows the highest proportion (50.0%) and studies on physical 
disease (2.4%) and health (2.9%) the lowest. Almost 60%{ of the\rticles 
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that name a standardized test with regard to the sampl^ description also 
include mean scores, about 36% present the standard de¥?ati?on -of the 
scores, and about 16% present the range of the scores. 

Selection of the Sample 

The size of the tptal pool from which the sample is drawn is speci- 
fied/in 12.6% of the articles. The level- of reporting does riot appear 
to </if fer much across the various' area^s of research. 

When the sample is drawn from a school the investigators seldom 

explain how '"the school itself was selected (3.1%) 'or how thfe classroom 

within the schopL was selected (11.9%). In reading the Journal articles, 

it is much easier to find out Something ; {ibout the selection bfr the indi- 

vidual children. The highest percentage (74.3%) 'is found in research on 

physical disease, Which is understandable, and the lowest percentage (36.9%) 

• ■ ,* * « 

is in research relating to cpgni.tiye development. In 'most of the other, 
areas,, about 45% of the studies describe the s.electioh process. 

Discussion 4 \ 

- The frequencies with whic^ some of the, samjgteV characteristics are 

reported differ across research on ch£ldrerf And research on adolescents. , 

Child-related studies" more consistently describe the age, race, arid social, 

class of the individuals in the sample, and the school or schools from which 

the sample is drawn.\ Furtherrore, information- about .the ethnicity and* 1 

neighborhood of the sample- is included slightly more'often in child-related 

studies than in adolescent-related 'studies, TKq* specif it gracfe levels of 

students are more ] iicely to be .indicated in childhood", research .articles ; 

'studies on adolescents tend to describe the., grade .levels of their samples 

in terifis of broad descriptors, s uoh as junior high schofcl, high school, 

and college. ' , 

While for many other descriptors 'the level of* reporting is equivalent 

in both x childhood and adolescence research/ adolpscence studies offer 

tnorc infarmation in only three of the categories examined: the sex of 

the sample, the time of data gathering, • and scores on standardized tests , 

* * « 

(for total subject pool). * \ • , - 



The P€*v?loj>rae ntal Processes * ' 

-The survey, of report ing 'practices reveals few extremes in the areas 
of, cognitive and sbcioemot Lonal development. 

A few 4 exceptions are evident, however • Studies relating to socio- 
emotional development arejthe most likely to report the sex and grade of 
the sample > although they are least likely to report actual ages. Rfc^- 
tive to other areas, sbcioemotional studies do not often indicate the 
time— o-fr-data~^3;thering or the language dialects of the sample. 

■ Information abauf: language dialect is also relatively hard to find 
in studies on cognitive development, ^hich gives one pause, in light 
of the presumed' importance of linguistic processes in intellectual devel- 
opment. Studies on cognitive development show the lowest rate among all 
of ' the-research areas of reporting the process by which individual 
subjects are selected for the research. A heightened sensitivity to sex 
and social class differences is evident in cognitive studies on the other 
hand, as 'these sample characteristics are frequently reported. 

The pattern of reporting in studies on physical development contrasts ' 
wMh the general pattern shown for studies on the two other major devel- 
opmental processes. Unlike sociocmotional and cognitive studies, a rela- 
' tively large percentage of the studies on physical disorders reports f 
the agfe of the sample and the time of data collection, and describes the 
manner in which the individual is selected. ? 

The^ other sample characteristics are reported relatively infrequently; 
'Research on, physical disorders ranks low' in tertr&.of reporting the sex 
•and race of the sample, and lowest of all of the areas in 4 describing 
ethnicity* neighborhood, and social class v lt\ the" overlapping* area of -* 
i, health* services, reportirg^practices *are similar.. 

Th e Family and the Broader So cial Environment 

As investigators turn the focus of their research .from a discrete 
developmental process, to development within the context t of the* family 
or some aspect of . the community' or broader social environment, they tend 
to report more information about the characteristics* of their samples; 
Studies classified atf relating to the family are simllar^to studies 
. relating 'to the broader environment in that they rank high in reporting 
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the Lime of data gathering, parental occupation, and the sex, race, 
7 'language- dialect , and social class' of the sample. Other sample 
characteristics 1 which are reported relatively frequently in research 
on the broader environment are ethuicity, neighborhood, and parental 
income. • ' 

Education 

v Some of the findings pertaining to educational research are to 
be expected. These studies show the highest rate of reporting grade 
levels and standardized test scores, and the* highest rate of describing 
schools. ' With regard to most other sample characteristics, however, 
the reporting practices in educational studies are average and, sur- 
prisingly, they ar v e below average with^ regard to three characteristics 
c sex y parents' education* and time of data gathering. 

- : ■ ~ . . ■ 

Conclusions 

In summary, the number of the children in the sample is specified 
-in almost all of the, studies, the^ sex of the children ~JLn_the sample is 
.specified more qftdn than not, and the age of the children is^indicated 
in about one third of the articles, as is the grade \evel. Race and 
social class are repotted 1 in about one fifth of the articles, whereas 
the time of data gathering is documented in only about a tenth of the 
studies. Othes characteristics, such as ethnicity*, languag^ dialect , 
neighborhood, school, and parental income, occupation ' and education are 
rarely described 

Pracj^ices v for reporting characteristics of samples do vary across 
the particular^reas into which we classified the journal articles. Such 
differences are \o be expected, of course. Judgments about the relevance 
anci necessity of reporting particular sample characteristics are guided 
^ by prior theoretical and empirical work, and arguments can be made for 
the inclusion of certain informati6n about the sample in one area of 
research, but not \p anckher. 

Thus, while the taeaktiown of the survey data\by areas of research 
does not .necessarily identify imbalances in reporting practices, by 
ijevealing differences it a* least /serves as a stimulus and guide for 
further consideration of specific ipract ices within particular areas of . 
research. \ \ 



ERIC 



80 



x 



\ 



